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SERIES PURPOSE 

A serious, stand-alone reference that can be scanned quickly or used to launch deep study. Deuteronomy receives 
focused attention because it gathers Moses' covenant preaching at the threshold of Canaan: Israel is called to 
remember the LORD, love Him wholly, obey His Word, reject rival gods, teach the next generation, and choose life 
in the land He is giving them. 

 

SCRIPTURE FIRST 

Deuteronomy is treated as the authoritative truth-source. History, archaeology, geography, linguistics, ancient 
treaty comparisons, and scholarship may illuminate the world around the text, but they are supporting and fallible. 
They do not sit beside Scripture as equal authorities. 

 

 

CONTROLLING IDEA 
On the plains of Moab, Moses prepares a new generation to enter the land by calling Israel to remember the LORD, love Him wholly, 
obey His covenant, reject rival gods, teach the next generation, and choose life. 

 
Deuteronomy is not merely a second list of laws. It is Moses' covenant preaching at the threshold of Canaan: history remembered, law 
explained, loyalty demanded, consequences made plain, leadership transferred, and the future placed before Israel. 

QUICK LOOK DEUTERONOMY 
Hebrew title Devarim - 'Words,' from 'These are the words...' (1:1) 

English title From Greek Deuteronomion, associated with 'second law/copy of the 
law' (17:18) 

Primary speaker Moses; the book also narrates his death in chapter 34 
Audience The generation poised to enter Canaan after the wilderness years 
Setting Plains of Moab, east of the Jordan, opposite Jericho 

Time At the end of the wilderness period, shortly before Israel crosses the 
Jordan 

Core movement Remember -> Love -> Obey -> Teach -> Choose life -> Enter the land 
Key passages 4:5-9; 6:4-9; 8:1-20; 10:12-22; 18:15-22; 29-30; 34 
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THE BOOK'S ARCHITECTURE 

How Deuteronomy Is Built 
The book reads like a series of covenant addresses. Moses looks backward so Israel can move forward faithfully. The laws are not 
detached regulations; they are embedded in a relationship with the LORD who redeemed Israel from Egypt. 

SECTION CHAPTERS FUNCTION 

Historical review 1-4 Remember the LORD's acts, Israel's failures, 
and the lessons of the wilderness. 

Covenant instruction 5-11 Rehearse the Ten Commandments; call Israel 
to exclusive love, fear, trust, and obedience. 

Covenant stipulations 12-26 
Apply covenant loyalty to worship, leadership, 
justice, family, economics, war, purity, and 
daily life. 

Covenant ratification 27-30 Blessings, curses, witness, repentance, 
restoration, and the choice of life or death. 

Leadership transition 31-34 Joshua commissioned; song and blessing of 
Moses; Moses views the land and dies. 

READING KEY 
Deuteronomy repeatedly uses memory as a spiritual discipline. 'Remember' is not nostalgia. Israel must remember what God has 
done so that past grace governs present loyalty. 

 
 

HISTORICAL SWEEP 

From Sinai to the Plains of Moab 
STAGE EVENT DEUTERONOMY EMPHASIS 

Exodus The LORD delivers Israel from Egypt Redemption grounds obedience (5:6, 15; 6:20-
25). 

Horeb/Sinai Covenant and Ten Commandments The new generation must hear and own the 
covenant (5:1-33). 

Kadesh-barnea Spies and refusal to enter Unbelief cost a generation its entrance (1:19-
46). 

Wilderness years Discipline, provision, dependence God humbled, tested, fed, and preserved 
Israel (8:2-5). 

Transjordan victories Sihon and Og defeated Recent victories demonstrate God's 
faithfulness (2-3). 

Plains of Moab Moses' final addresses Israel is prepared for covenant life in the land. 

Jordan crossing ahead Joshua will lead Moses will not cross; leadership passes to 
Joshua (31; 34). 

The historical review is selective. Moses does not retell Numbers simply to preserve information; he chooses events that expose 
unbelief, demonstrate God's faithfulness, and prepare Israel to obey. 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
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Where Are We? 

 
Deuteronomy takes place east of the Jordan in Moab, within sight of the land Israel is about to enter. Egypt lies behind them; Canaan 
lies ahead. This threshold setting explains the urgency of Moses' speeches. 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
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The Geography of the Plains of Moab 

 
The Jordan forms the immediate boundary between Israel's present camp and the land ahead. Ebal and Gerizim belong to the covenant 
ceremony Israel is commanded to perform after entering Canaan (11:29-30; 27:1-26). Moses' final view comes from the Nebo/Pisgah 
region (34:1). Exact identifications and ancient boundaries should be treated with appropriate caution. 



ROOTED DISCIPLE MINISTRIES  |  BIBLE BOOK STUDY REFERENCE 

DEUTERONOMY  •  MASTER PROCESS EDITION 

 

HISTORICAL & CULTURAL SETTING 

The World Around Israel 
PEOPLE / REGION WHY IT MATTERS 

Moab Israel camps in Moab; earlier Balak/Balaam events form immediate 
background. Israel must not simply seize Moabite territory (2:9). 

Ammon Related to Israel through Lot; territorial restrictions appear in 2:19. 
Edom Descendants of Esau; Israel is told to respect their territory (2:4-8). 

Amorite kingdoms Sihon and Og are defeated east of the Jordan, giving Israel Transjordan 
territory (2-3). 

Canaanite peoples Israel is warned not to adopt their worship and practices (7; 12; 18). 

Egypt The place of slavery and redemption remains the book's great historical 
reference point. 

Economically, the promised land is pictured as agriculturally rich: grain, wine, oil, herds, flocks, vines, figs, pomegranates, olives, and 
water sources (7:13; 8:7-10). That prosperity creates a spiritual danger: abundance can tempt Israel to forget the Giver. 

 

AUTHORSHIP, COMPOSITION & AUTHORITY 

Moses, the Words, and the Final Form 
Deuteronomy presents Moses as the dominant speaker and mediator of the covenant instruction. The book repeatedly identifies these 
words with Moses (1:1, 5; 4:44-45; 31:9, 24). Chapter 34 narrates Moses' death from a perspective beyond the event, so the final 
canonical form includes material that is naturally subsequent to Moses' own speech. 

Within the RDM ground rules, the text's own claims control our presentation. Scholarly proposals about later editing, treaty parallels, or 
composition history may be noted where useful, but they do not displace the book's own presentation of Moses' covenant teaching. 

WHY 'DEUTERONOMY'? 
The English title comes through Greek and Latin tradition. It can sound as though the book is merely a 'second law.' The Hebrew 
title, Devarim ('Words'), better reminds the reader that this is a book of covenant speeches: the law is recalled, explained, applied, 
and pressed upon a new generation. 

 
 

THEOLOGY & ANCIENT CONTEXT 

Covenant: Relationship With Obligations 
Deuteronomy's covenant language has recognizable points of contact with ancient Near Eastern treaties: historical prologue, 
stipulations, witnesses, blessings and curses, public reading, and loyalty language. Those parallels help explain the form. They do not 
place Israel's covenant on the same truth-level as pagan treaties; rather, they illuminate the cultural language through which the LORD 
communicated His binding relationship with Israel. 

COVENANT FEATURE DEUTERONOMY 
Historical relationship 1-4 reviews what the LORD has done and how Israel responded. 
Loyalty demand 5-11 calls for exclusive love, fear, service, and obedience. 
Stipulations 12-26 applies covenant faithfulness across national and personal life. 
Blessings & curses 27-28 states covenant consequences. 
Renewal / oath 29-30 summons Israel to covenant commitment and future return. 
Witnesses Heaven and earth are called as witnesses (30:19; 31:28). 
Public transmission The law is written, read, taught, and remembered (6; 17; 31). 

 

DEUTERONOMY 6 

The Shema: Hear, Love, Teach 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 stands near the theological center of the book. 'Hear, O Israel' is not a request for passive listening. Hearing in 
covenant context moves toward trust and obedience. Israel is to love the LORD with the whole person and saturate ordinary life with 
His words. 

MOVEMENT TEXTUAL EMPHASIS 
Hear Receive the LORD's word attentively. 
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The LORD alone / the LORD is one Israel's God is unique and demands exclusive allegiance. 

Love Whole-person covenant devotion: heart, soul/life, and 
strength/resources. 

Keep these words on the heart The command must become internal, not merely ceremonial. 
Teach diligently Parents transmit covenant truth to children in ordinary rhythms of life. 

Bind / write Visible reminders keep God's word before the household and 
community. 

LOVE IS NOT MERE SENTIMENT 
In Deuteronomy, love includes affection but cannot be reduced to emotion. Love for the LORD expresses itself in loyalty, service, 
obedience, remembrance, and rejection of rival gods. 

 
 

DEUTERONOMY 5 

The Ten Commandments Reheard 
Moses rehearses the Ten Commandments for the generation about to enter the land. The commands remain rooted in redemption: 'I 
am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt' (5:6). Obedience is the response of a redeemed covenant people. 

COMMAND FOCUS DEUTERONOMY EMPHASIS 
No other gods Exclusive allegiance to the LORD. 
No carved image God must not be reduced to a manipulable representation. 
Name of the LORD His name is not to be carried or used emptily. 

Sabbath Rest includes household, servants, resident aliens, and animals; Israel 
remembers slavery. 

Honor parents Authority and covenant continuity begin in the household. 

Life, marriage, property, truth Murder, adultery, theft, and false testimony violate neighbor-love and 
covenant order. 

Coveting Covenant obedience reaches inward desire, not merely outward acts. 
 

SPIRITUAL LOGIC 

Remember - and Do Not Forget 
One of Deuteronomy's most important contrasts is remembering versus forgetting. Israel's greatest danger may not be poverty or 
warfare but prosperity without gratitude. 

• Remember the wilderness and God's training (8:2). 

• Remember that the LORD gives power to produce wealth (8:18). 

• Remember Egypt and redemption when treating servants and the vulnerable (15:15; 24:18, 22). 

• Remember Miriam's judgment (24:9). 

• Remember Amalek's attack (25:17). 

• Do not forget the LORD by turning to other gods (8:11-20). 

THE DANGER OF SUCCESS 
Deuteronomy anticipates houses, harvests, wealth, and security. The danger is saying, 'My power...has gotten me this wealth.' The 
antidote is theological memory: provision is gift, and covenant life is dependence. 

 
 

THE RELIGIOUS WORLD 

False Gods and Forbidden Worship 
The first commands of the covenant directly confront rival worship. Deuteronomy repeatedly warns Israel that Canaanite religion is not 
a harmless cultural variation. Worship shapes allegiance, morality, family, and national life. 

PRACTICE DEUTERONOMY'S RESPONSE 

Images / idols Destroy cult objects; do not make or worship rival images (7:5, 25-26; 
12:3). 

High places / local shrines Israel must not simply imitate Canaanite worship sites (12:2-14). 
Sun, moon, stars Do not worship the heavenly host (4:19; 17:3). 
Divination / sorcery Forbidden as incompatible with listening to the LORD (18:9-14). 
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Mediums / spiritists Forbidden; Israel is to seek God's revelation rather than occult guidance 
(18:11). 

Child sacrifice Passing sons or daughters through fire is explicitly condemned (12:31; 
18:10). 

Prophetic seduction Even signs do not authorize worship of other gods (13:1-5). 
The seriousness is covenantal: idolatry transfers loyalty away from the LORD and often carries practices that corrupt justice, sexuality, 
family life, and the value of human life. 

 

WORSHIP 

The Place the LORD Will Choose 
Deuteronomy 12 repeatedly speaks of the place the LORD will choose for His name. The emphasis is not merely administrative 
centralization. Israel must not worship the LORD according to the patterns of surrounding peoples. Worship is governed by God's 
revelation. 

• Destroy pagan cult sites rather than absorb them into Israelite worship. 

• Bring sacrifices, tithes, vows, and festival rejoicing according to the LORD's instruction. 

• Ordinary slaughter for food is distinguished from sacrificial worship. 

• Blood remains sacred because life is in the blood; Israel must not consume it. 

• Rejoicing before the LORD includes households, Levites, servants, and vulnerable members of the community. 

 

LEADERSHIP 

Prophet, Priest, Judge, and King 
ROLE DEUTERONOMY'S EXPECTATION 
Judges / officers Judge impartially; do not distort justice or take bribes (16:18-20). 

Priests / Levites Guard worship, teach, adjudicate difficult matters, and serve at the 
chosen place (17:8-13; 18:1-8). 

King Must be an Israelite, avoid multiplying horses/wives/silver, write and 
read the law, and remain humble (17:14-20). 

Prophet God will raise prophets; true prophecy is accountable to the LORD's 
word (18:15-22). 

A KING UNDER THE WORD 
Unlike surrounding monarchies in which kings could function as supreme lawgivers, Deuteronomy's king is himself under Torah. 
His daily reading is meant to teach fear of the LORD and prevent his heart from being lifted above his brothers. 

 
 

DEUTERONOMY 18:15-22 

A Prophet Like Moses 
Israel is forbidden to seek guidance through occult practices. In that setting, Moses promises that the LORD will raise up a prophet like 
him from among Israel; the people must listen. The immediate passage establishes God's provision of legitimate prophetic revelation. 

Later Scripture develops the expectation. Acts 3:22-23 and 7:37 explicitly apply this passage in connection with Jesus. Deuteronomy 
itself closes by saying that no prophet had arisen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face (34:10-12), leaving Moses as 
the benchmark for prophetic ministry. 

 

LAW & ETHICS 

Justice in Covenant Life 
Deuteronomy joins worship and ethics. Loyalty to God must appear in courts, markets, fields, homes, and treatment of the powerless. 

AREA EXAMPLES 

Courts Impartial judgment; multiple witnesses; careful investigation (16:18-20; 
19:15-21). 

Weights & measures Honest measures are required (25:13-16). 
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Poor & debtors Openhanded generosity; periodic debt release (15:1-11). 
Workers Pay hired workers promptly (24:14-15). 
Widow, orphan, sojourner Protect legal rights and leave gleanings (24:17-22). 
Runaway servant Do not return an escaped servant to an oppressive master (23:15-16). 

Collateral Limit seizure practices that would destroy dignity or livelihood (24:6, 10-
13). 

 

SOCIAL & ECONOMIC CONTEXT 

Servants, Debt, and Release 
English 'slave' language can flatten several ancient arrangements into one category. Deuteronomy addresses debt-servitude and 
household service within Israel's agrarian economy, while also remembering Israel's own bondage in Egypt. 

Deuteronomy 15 requires release in the seventh year for Hebrew servants and commands generous provision at release. The 
theological logic is explicit: 'You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God redeemed you.' The 
law restrains permanent exploitation and makes redemption-memory shape economic practice. 

READ CAREFULLY 
Ancient servitude should neither be romanticized nor assumed to be identical to modern race-based chattel slavery. The text must 
be read in its own legal and covenant setting. 

 
 

COVENANT COMMUNITY 

Family, Marriage, and Sexual Boundaries 
Deuteronomy treats the household as a major setting for covenant faithfulness. Parents teach children; marriage and sexual conduct 
affect inheritance and community stability; laws protect vulnerable family members and regulate difficult situations in a fallen world. 

• Parents are commanded to teach God's words diligently (6:6-9; 11:18-21). 

• Marriage with peoples committed to idolatry is prohibited because of the danger of turning children from the LORD (7:3-4). 

• Adultery and sexual immorality are treated as serious covenant violations (22). 

• Levirate marriage protects family continuity and inheritance in a specific ancient setting (25:5-10). 

• Divorce legislation in 24:1-4 regulates an existing practice; Jesus later appeals behind such concessions to God's creation design 
(Matt. 19:3-9). 

 

DIFFICULT CONCEPT 

War, Conquest, and Holy Judgment 
Deuteronomy's warfare texts are among its most difficult passages for modern readers. The book presents the Canaanite conquest as a 
specific act of divine judgment and fulfillment of covenant promises, not as a standing authorization for God's people to seize whatever 
territory they desire. 

• Israel is explicitly forbidden to seize Edom, Moab, and Ammon simply because they are nearby (2:4-23). 

• The conquest is not credited to Israel's righteousness (9:4-6). 

• Canaanite wickedness and God's promise to the patriarchs are both part of the stated rationale. 

• Rules for warfare outside the core Canaanite judgment context differ from the commands concerning the nations of the land (20). 

• Israel itself remains subject to judgment and eventual exile if it imitates the nations' rebellion (28-30). 

 

DEUTERONOMY 27-28 

Blessing, Curse, and Covenant Consequence 
The covenant ceremony makes obedience and rebellion public matters with real consequences. Blessings describe life ordered under 
God's favor; curses portray covenant disintegration: disease, drought, defeat, social collapse, siege, exile, and ultimately a reversal of 
Exodus. 
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BLESSING THEMES CURSE THEMES 
Fruitfulness Barrenness and crop failure 
Security Defeat and fear 
Abundance Scarcity and debt 
National strength Subjection to enemies 
Covenant favor Covenant discipline 
Life in the land Exile from the land 

Ancient treaty curse formulas provide useful cultural parallels for the form, but Deuteronomy's theology is distinctive: the LORD who 
binds Israel is also the God who redeemed them, loves them, disciplines them, and promises restoration when they return. 

 

COVENANT CEREMONY 

Ebal and Gerizim 
Israel is commanded to enact the covenant after crossing the Jordan. Stones are to bear the law; an altar is built; tribes stand in relation 
to Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal; Levites pronounce covenant curses; the people answer 'Amen.' 

WHY THE PUBLIC RESPONSE MATTERS 
The repeated 'Amen' is not filler. The people publicly acknowledge the justice of the covenant terms. The ceremony makes 
covenant identity communal, audible, memorable, and geographically rooted in the land they are receiving. 

 
 

DEUTERONOMY 29-30 

Choose Life 
After the severe curses, Deuteronomy does not end in despair. Moses anticipates dispersion but also speaks of return: when Israel 
turns back to the LORD, He will gather, restore, and circumcise the heart so that His people love Him. 

THEME TEXT 
Covenant responsibility 29:1-29 
Future return 30:1-5 
Circumcised heart 30:6 
Word near, not inaccessible 30:11-14 
Life and good / death and evil 30:15 
Heaven and earth as witnesses 30:19 
Choose life by loving, obeying, holding fast 30:19-20 

Paul later draws on Deuteronomy 30:11-14 in Romans 10:6-8. Deuteronomy's language of heart, word, and covenant response 
becomes part of the New Testament's explanation of faith and the gospel. 

 

THEOLOGY 

The Heart in Deuteronomy 
Deuteronomy is deeply concerned with inward allegiance. The book does not contrast 'Old Testament external law' with 'New 
Testament heart religion.' It repeatedly addresses the heart. 

• Love the LORD with all your heart (6:5). 

• Do not let prosperity lift up the heart in forgetfulness (8:14). 

• Know that stubbornness is a heart problem (9:6). 

• Circumcise the foreskin of your heart (10:16). 

• Lay up God's words in heart and soul (11:18). 

• The LORD has not yet given full heart-understanding in the wilderness generation (29:4). 

• God will circumcise the heart so His people love Him (30:6). 

 

INTERPRETIVE GUIDE 
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Reading Difficult Laws Well 
QUESTION GUIDANCE 

Why are some laws unfamiliar? They address ancient agrarian, clan, legal, military, and worship 
settings. First determine the original problem being regulated. 

Does every law function the same way? 
No. Narrative setting, covenant administration, civil judgments, worship 
regulations, moral commands, and case laws require careful contextual 
reading. 

Why repeated material from Exodus/Leviticus? Deuteronomy often reapplies earlier instruction to a generation entering 
settled life in the land. 

Can a law regulate something without declaring it ideal? Yes. Some laws restrain harm or govern realities in a fallen society. 

How should Christians use Deuteronomy? Read it canonically: understand its covenant setting, then follow how 
Jesus and the apostles quote, fulfill, and apply its theology. 

 

LANGUAGE 

Key Hebrew Words & Mini Word Studies 
WORD BASIC SENSE WHY IT MATTERS 

devarim words / matters The Hebrew title; Moses' covenant words 
dominate the book. 

shema hear / listen / heed Hearing regularly carries the force of 
responsive obedience. 

ahav love Covenant love includes loyalty, devotion, and 
obedience. 

berit covenant The binding relationship framing Israel's life 
with the LORD. 

zakhar remember Memory becomes covenant action, gratitude, 
and obedience. 

shakhakh forget Forgetting God means practical disloyalty, 
especially in prosperity. 

yare fear Reverent awe expressed in worship and 
obedience. 

dabaq cling / hold fast A vivid term for covenant attachment to the 
LORD. 

torah instruction / law More than isolated rules: God's authoritative 
instruction for covenant life. 

lev / levav heart The inner person: thought, will, desire, loyalty, 
and moral orientation. 

 

MAJOR THEMES 

The Theology of Deuteronomy 
THEME DEUTERONOMY'S CONTRIBUTION 
God's uniqueness The LORD alone is Israel's God and deserves undivided allegiance. 

Election & grace Israel is chosen because of God's love and oath, not national greatness 
(7:6-8). 

Redemption The Exodus grounds worship, ethics, Sabbath, generosity, and identity. 
Love & obedience Covenant loyalty joins heart devotion and concrete obedience. 

Word & teaching God's instruction must be heard, learned, taught, written, and 
remembered. 

Land Gift, responsibility, blessing, and potential place of exile. 

Justice True worship necessarily affects courts, economics, labor, and 
treatment of the vulnerable. 

Leadership under God King, priest, judge, and prophet remain accountable to divine 
instruction. 

Judgment & restoration Covenant rebellion brings discipline; return and heart-renewal remain 
promised. 

 

SCRIPTURE INTERPRETING SCRIPTURE 
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Biblical Echo: Deuteronomy Across Scripture 
DEUTERONOMY LATER ECHO 

6:4-5 Jesus names love for God as the great commandment (Matt. 22:37-38; 
Mark 12:29-30). 

6:13, 16; 8:3 Jesus answers Satan from Deuteronomy during temptation (Matt. 4:1-
11). 

10:17-19 God's impartial justice and love for the sojourner shape biblical ethics. 
18:15-19 Applied to Jesus in Acts 3:22-23 and 7:37. 
21:23 Paul uses 'cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree' in Galatians 3:13. 

25:4 Paul applies the ox law to support of gospel workers (1 Cor. 9:9; 1 Tim. 
5:18). 

30:11-14 Used in Romans 10:6-8 in Paul's explanation of the word of faith. 

32 The Song of Moses echoes through later biblical judgment and worship 
language. 

32:35 'Vengeance is mine' appears in Romans 12:19 and Hebrews 10:30. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT CONNECTION 

Jesus and Deuteronomy 
Deuteronomy is one of the books most visibly present in Jesus' teaching. During His wilderness temptation, Jesus answers each 
temptation with Deuteronomy (8:3; 6:16; 6:13). The setting is significant: where Israel was tested in the wilderness and repeatedly 
failed, Jesus remains faithful. 

When asked for the greatest commandment, Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6:5 and joins it with Leviticus 19:18. Love for God and neighbor 
summarizes covenant faithfulness. Deuteronomy therefore helps readers understand Jesus not as rejecting the Old Testament but as 
revealing its true center and fulfilling its story. 

 

KEY PERSON 

Moses: Servant, Mediator, and Prophet 
Deuteronomy is Moses' farewell book. He remembers Israel's failures without hiding his own. He pleads, teaches, warns, blesses, 
writes, sings, commissions Joshua, climbs the mountain, sees the land, and dies outside it. 

ASPECT SIGNIFICANCE 
Mediator Moses stands between the LORD's revelation and the people. 
Teacher He explains the law for life in the land. 
Intercessor He recalls pleading for Israel after rebellion. 

Failed leader His exclusion from the land reminds readers that even Moses is 
accountable. 

Prophetic benchmark Deut. 34:10-12 measures later prophets against his unique relationship 
with the LORD. 

Servant The final narrative calls him 'the servant of the LORD' (34:5). 
 

SUCCESSION 

Joshua and the Transfer of Leadership 
Deuteronomy refuses to make the future depend on Moses' continued presence. Joshua is publicly commissioned, but the deeper 
assurance is that the LORD Himself goes before Israel. 

BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS 
The repeated charge to Joshua (31:6-8, 23) is not generic motivational language. Courage rests on God's promised presence and on 
faithful obedience to the task He has assigned. 

 
This transition also prepares the reader for the book of Joshua. Deuteronomy ends east of the Jordan; Joshua begins with the command 
to cross it. The law Moses taught is to remain central to Joshua's leadership (Josh. 1:7-8). 

 

DEUTERONOMY 32 
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The Song of Moses 
Moses' song functions as a witness. It poetically rehearses God's faithfulness, Israel's anticipated corruption, divine judgment, and the 
LORD's ultimate sovereignty. Poetry gives the covenant memory a form that can be learned, repeated, and carried across generations. 

MOVEMENT THEME 
32:1-4 The Rock: God's work is perfect and His ways just. 
32:5-14 Israel's corruption contrasted with God's fatherly care and provision. 
32:15-18 Jeshurun grows fat and forsakes the God who made him. 
32:19-35 Judgment answers covenant betrayal. 

32:36-43 The LORD vindicates His servants and demonstrates that no rival god 
can save. 

 

DEUTERONOMY 33 

The Blessing of Moses 
Before his death, Moses blesses Israel tribe by tribe. The poem looks forward to Israel's life in the land while celebrating the 
incomparable God who comes to His people's aid. 

FINAL TONE 
Deuteronomy contains severe warnings, but Moses' final blessing does not leave Israel staring only at curse. It ends with the 
blessedness of a people saved by the LORD: 'Who is like you, a people saved by the LORD?' (33:29). 

 
 

DEUTERONOMY 34 

Moses Sees the Land - and Dies 
Moses ascends from the plains of Moab to the Nebo/Pisgah region, sees the land, and dies. Israel mourns him for thirty days. Joshua is 
filled with the spirit of wisdom, and the narrative closes by honoring Moses' unparalleled prophetic role. 

The ending is intentionally bittersweet. God's promise continues, but Moses does not complete it. The Pentateuch closes with Israel 
still waiting to enter and with the statement that no prophet like Moses had yet arisen. The story therefore points forward both 
historically and prophetically. 

 

STUDY HELP 

Difficult Questions 
QUESTION REFERENCE ANSWER 

Does Deuteronomy teach salvation by law-keeping? 
No. Israel is already redeemed from Egypt and chosen by grace. 
Obedience is covenant response, though rebellion carries real covenant 
consequences. 

Why does God command destruction of Canaanite peoples? 
The text presents a unique divine judgment tied to longstanding 
wickedness and the patriarchal promise, not a universal conquest 
principle. 

Is 'the LORD is one' only numerical? 
The Shema certainly affirms the LORD's uniqueness; in context it also 
demands exclusive allegiance. Translation nuances should not obscure 
the passage's clear covenant force. 

Why are blessings and curses so severe? They express the seriousness of covenant life and anticipate national 
flourishing or collapse, including exile. 

Did Moses write chapter 34? The chapter narrates Moses' death from beyond the event. The text itself 
does not require Moses to have narrated his own burial. 

Is the law 'too hard'? Deut. 30:11-14 says the command is not inaccessible; the deeper 
problem exposed by the book is the human heart, hence 30:6. 

 

MEMORY 

Suggested Memory Passages 
PASSAGE MEMORY FOCUS 
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4:29 Seeking the LORD with heart and soul. 
5:6-7 Redemption and exclusive allegiance. 
6:4-5 The Shema: hear and love the LORD wholly. 
6:6-7 Keep God's words on the heart and teach them diligently. 
8:2-3 Wilderness dependence; life by God's word. 
8:18 Remember the LORD as giver of ability and provision. 
10:12-13 Fear, walk, love, serve, and obey. 
10:17-19 God's greatness, impartial justice, and love for the sojourner. 
18:15 Promise of a prophet like Moses. 
29:29 Secret things belong to God; revealed things call for obedience. 
30:6 The LORD's work on the heart. 
30:19-20 Choose life by loving and holding fast to the LORD. 
31:8 The LORD goes before His people. 
32:4 The Rock: perfect, just, faithful, upright. 
33:27 The eternal God is refuge. 

 

STUDY METHOD 

Observation - Interpretation - Application 
Use the same three-step method throughout the RDM series: first see what the text says, then determine what it means in context, then 
respond faithfully. 

STEP ASK DEUTERONOMY PRACTICE 

OBSERVATION What does the text actually say? 

Mark repeated words such as hear, remember, 
love, fear, keep, teach, land, blessing, curse, 
heart, and today. Note who speaks, the 
audience, historical references, commands, 
reasons, and promised consequences. 

INTERPRETATION What did this mean in Deuteronomy and the 
Pentateuch? 

Locate the passage within Moses' final 
covenant addresses. Ask how Exodus 
redemption, wilderness history, Sinai/Horeb, 
life in the land, and exclusive loyalty to the 
LORD shape the meaning. 

APPLICATION What faithful response follows? 

Follow the canonical development. Ask what 
the passage reveals about God, worship, 
memory, obedience, justice, family, 
leadership, idolatry, heart loyalty, and 
dependence on God's word. 

EXAMPLE: DEUTERONOMY 8:2-3 
Observation: Israel is commanded to remember forty years of wilderness testing and God's provision of manna. Interpretation: 
dependence was part of God's fatherly training; material provision alone does not sustain covenant life. Application: receive 
provision gratefully without treating material abundance as self-sufficient; live in conscious dependence on God's revealed word. 

 
 

GO FURTHER 

Deeper Study Paths 
PATH ASSIGNMENT 

Remember / forget Mark every use or concept of remembering and forgetting. What events 
must Israel remember, and why? 

Love and obedience Trace love, fear, serve, walk, keep, and cling through chapters 5-11. 

The Shema Study 6:4-9 alongside 11:13-21 and Numbers 15:37-41; then compare 
Jesus' use in Mark 12. 

Egypt memory List every appeal to Egypt or slavery and identify what ethical command 
it supports. 

Land theology Track gift, possession, rest, abundance, danger, defilement, and exile. 

False worship Collect every warning about other gods, images, occult guidance, and 
Canaanite practices. 

Leadership Compare the standards for judges, priests, kings, and prophets in 16-18. 

The king Read 17:14-20 beside 1 Samuel 8 and the careers of Saul, David, and 
Solomon. 

Prophet like Moses Read 18:15-22; 34:10-12; Acts 3:22-23; 7:37. 
Blessing and curse Compare Deut. 28 with Lev. 26 and later prophetic descriptions of exile. 
Heart Trace heart language from 5 through 30, especially 10:16 and 30:6. 
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Jesus' wilderness quotations Compare Deut. 6-8 with Matt. 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13. 

Justice Study laws concerning poor, workers, widows, orphans, sojourners, 
courts, and honest measures. 

Moses' song Outline Deut. 32 and trace its later echoes. 

Deuteronomy to Joshua Read Deut. 31 and 34 beside Josh. 1. What transfers, and what remains 
unchanged? 

 

RESEARCH TRANSPARENCY 

Research Notes & Source Hierarchy 
RDM ground rule: Scripture is the primary and controlling truth-source. Scripture interprets Scripture. Historical, archaeological, 
linguistic, geographic, and comparative materials are supporting evidence and remain subject to revision. 

LEVEL USE 
1. Scripture Establish what Deuteronomy says and how the rest of the Bible uses it. 

2. Biblical cross-reference Use Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Joshua, Prophets, Gospels, Acts, 
Romans, Galatians, Hebrews, and other canonical echoes. 

3. Geography / archaeology / ancient texts Clarify setting, treaty forms, economy, worship practices, routes, and 
material culture. 

4. Scholarly interpretation Use responsibly for language, history, and disputed questions; label 
inference as inference. 

5. Unknown / disputed Say so. Do not turn uncertainty into doctrine or a confident map label. 
 

Selected supporting research consulted for this edition includes work on ancient Near Eastern covenant/treaty forms, blessing and 
curse formulas, the covenantal force of love-language in the Shema, and the ritual setting of Deuteronomy 27-30. These materials 
illuminate form and context; they do not function as an authority over the biblical text. 

 

 


