
ROOTED DISCIPLE MINISTRIES  |  BIBLE BOOK STUDY REFERENCE 

LEVITICUS  |  MASTER PROCESS 

LEVITICUS 
Rooted Bible Book Study Reference | Master Process Edition 

SERIES PURPOSE 

Leviticus is often treated as a difficult interruption between Exodus and Numbers. It is actually the answer to the problem created at the end of Exodus: the holy God has come 
to dwell among a sinful people. How can they approach Him, worship Him, live near Him, and remain His holy people? 

 
SCRIPTURE FIRST 

Leviticus is treated as the authoritative truth-source. Ancient Near Eastern ritual, archaeology, comparative religion, linguistics, and scholarship are supporting tools that may 
clarify the world around the text but never outrank it. 

 
Exodus ends with God's glory filling the tabernacle so fully that Moses cannot enter. Leviticus begins 
with the LORD calling to Moses from that very tent and explaining how a redeemed people may live in 
His holy presence. 

QUICK LOOK LEVITICUS 

Hebrew title Vayiqra - 'And He called,' from the opening word. 

English title Leviticus, through Greek/Latin tradition, emphasizing material associated with priestly/Levitical worship. 

Author Part of the Mosaic Torah. The book repeatedly says the LORD spoke to Moses, often commanding him to speak to Aaron, the priests, or all Israel. 

Setting At Mount Sinai, after the tabernacle is erected and before Israel departs in Numbers. 

Primary purpose To teach redeemed Israel how to approach, worship, and live before the holy LORD dwelling among them. 

Key movement Sacrifice -> priesthood -> purity -> Day of Atonement -> holy living -> sacred calendar -> land/Jubilee -> covenant blessing and judgment. 

Central declaration 'You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy' (19:2). 

Structural center Leviticus 16, the Day of Atonement, stands near the literary and theological center. 

Major question How can a holy God dwell among sinful and frequently unclean people without either abandoning holiness or destroying the people? 

 
 



ROOTED DISCIPLE MINISTRIES  |  BIBLE BOOK STUDY REFERENCE 

LEVITICUS  |  MASTER PROCESS 

EXODUS -> LEVITICUS -> NUMBERS 
BOOK IDENTITY | STAND-ALONE REFERENCE 

Leviticus at a Glance 
QUESTION REFERENCE ANSWER WHY IT MATTERS 

NAME English “Leviticus” comes through Greek/Latin tradition 
and points to Levitical/priestly matters. Hebrew tradition 
names the book from its opening word, Wayyiqra: “And 
He called.” 

The book is broader than a handbook for Levites: God 
calls His redeemed people to live with His holy presence 
among them. 

AUTHOR / MEDIATOR The book repeatedly presents its instruction as the LORD 
speaking to Moses, who mediates it to Israel. Traditional 
Jewish and Christian understanding therefore associates 
Leviticus with Moses and the Torah. 

The authority claimed by the book is divine revelation, not 
merely priestly custom. 

AUDIENCE Israel, especially as a covenant people gathered at Sinai; 
priests receive particular responsibilities within 
instructions that concern the whole nation. 

Leviticus explains how a redeemed people may worship, 
remain ceremonially fit for sanctuary life, and live as a 
holy nation. 

SETTING At or around Mount Sinai, after the tabernacle is erected 
and before Israel departs for the wilderness journey 
described in Numbers. 

Leviticus is geographically concentrated even though its 
laws anticipate life in the land. 

DATE / CHRONOLOGY Within the biblical narrative, Leviticus belongs to Israel’s 
Sinai period after the Exodus. Exact calendar-year dating 
depends on the larger chronology adopted for the Exodus; 
this reference uses BC and does not force certainty where 
the evidence is debated. 

The sequence Exodus -> Leviticus -> Numbers is more 
important for reading the book than assigning an 
artificially precise year. 

PURPOSE To teach Israel how the holy LORD may dwell among 
them: how they approach Him, distinguish holy/common 
and clean/unclean, receive atonement, worship rightly, 
and reflect His holiness in ordinary life. 

Sacrifice, priesthood, purity, ethics, festivals, and 
covenant discipline all serve one integrated purpose. 

KEY IDEA “You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy” (Lev. 
19:2; compare 11:44-45; 20:7,26). 

Holiness is not merely ritual separation; it reaches 
worship, sexuality, justice, compassion, economics, 
speech, family, and treatment of the vulnerable. 

STAND-ALONE RULE 

This reference assumes the reader may download Leviticus and nothing else. Necessary Exodus/Sinai context is therefore summarized here rather than 
requiring another RDM booklet. 

 
GEOGRAPHY | BROAD ORIENTATION 
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Where Does Leviticus Happen? 

 
Modern borders are orientation aids only. Leviticus is set at Sinai, between Israel’s departure from Egypt and its later movement toward Canaan. 

A GEOGRAPHICALLY CONCENTRATED BOOK 

Unlike Genesis or Acts, Leviticus does not move through many cities. Its geographic importance lies in where Israel is: outside Egypt, gathered at Sinai, 
with the tabernacle at the center of camp life, preparing to live as the LORD’s covenant people. 

 
GEOGRAPHY | NARRATIVE CONTEXT 
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From Egypt to Sinai - and Toward Canaan 

 
 

The route is schematic. Scripture identifies stages and regions, but the precise sea crossing and exact location of Mount Sinai/Horeb remain debated. 

WHY THE ROUTE STILL MATTERS 

Leviticus occupies the pause at Sinai. Israel has been redeemed from Egyptian slavery but has not yet entered Canaan. The laws therefore form a bridge 
between redemption and life in the land: God is teaching a rescued people how to live with His presence among them. 

 
CHRONOLOGY | EXODUS TO NUMBERS 



ROOTED DISCIPLE MINISTRIES  |  BIBLE BOOK STUDY REFERENCE 

LEVITICUS  |  MASTER PROCESS 

Leviticus in the Sinai Timeline 
SEQUENCE BIBLICAL EVENT LEVITICUS SIGNIFICANCE 

1 Israel leaves Egypt after Passover and the death of the 
firstborn (Exod. 12-13). 

Redemption precedes Leviticus. The laws do not explain 
how Israel earns rescue from Egypt. 

2 The LORD brings Israel through the sea and into the 
wilderness (Exod. 14-18). 

The Redeemer becomes the nation’s provider, protector, 
and covenant Lord. 

3 Israel arrives at Sinai; covenant words and laws are given 
(Exod. 19-24). 

Leviticus assumes the covenant relationship established 
at Sinai. 

4 Tabernacle instructions are given; the golden calf 
rebellion interrupts the narrative; covenant is renewed 
(Exod. 25-34). 

The need for mediation, atonement, faithful worship, and 
God’s mercy is already painfully clear. 

5 The tabernacle is completed and the glory of the LORD 
fills it (Exod. 35-40). 

This creates Leviticus’s central practical question: how 
can sinful people live near the holy God who now dwells in 
their midst? 

6 The LORD calls to Moses from the tent of meeting and 
gives the instructions preserved in Leviticus. 

Sacrifice, priesthood, purity, Day of Atonement, holiness, 
sacred time, and covenant faithfulness are unfolded. 

7 Numbers opens with a census and camp organization; 
Israel eventually departs Sinai (Num. 1-10). 

Leviticus prepares a worshiping, ordered, holy people for 
the journey ahead. 

REDEMPTION BEFORE REGULATION 

A key reading principle: Exodus rescues Israel before Leviticus regulates Israel’s covenant life. Obedience is the response of a redeemed people living 
with their Redeemer, not a ladder by which slaves purchase redemption. 

 
HISTORICAL SETTING | STAND-ALONE CONTEXT 

Peoples, Languages & the World Around Israel 
AREA WHAT TO KNOW WHY IT HELPS 

ISRAEL A covenant people recently brought out of Egypt, 
organized by tribes and households, with Levites and 
Aaronic priests receiving distinct sanctuary 
responsibilities. 

Leviticus addresses a real community whose worship, 
diet, sexuality, courts, agriculture, calendar, and family 
life are being ordered around the LORD. 

EGYPT Israel’s recent environment was a powerful kingdom with 
temples, priesthoods, images, ritual purity systems, many 
deities, and a sacral understanding of kingship. 

Leviticus must be read after Egypt: Israel is not simply 
inventing another national cult but receiving covenant 
worship from the LORD who defeated Egypt’s power. 

CANAAN The land ahead contained city-states and peoples with 
their own gods, shrines, fertility practices, divination, and 
other forms of worship later condemned in Scripture. 

Leviticus repeatedly warns Israel not to imitate the 
practices of Egypt or Canaan (especially Lev. 18; 20). 

LANGUAGE Leviticus is preserved in Biblical Hebrew. Hebrew belongs 
to the Northwest Semitic language family and shares 
features with neighboring languages. 

Key Hebrew terms can sharpen interpretation, but similar 
words in neighboring cultures do not make Israel’s 
theology interchangeable with theirs. 

WRITING / LAW Ancient Near Eastern societies preserved laws, rituals, 
omen texts, administrative records, and temple 
instructions in writing. 

Comparisons can illuminate forms and social setting; 
they do not determine whether the LORD actually spoke 
the commands Leviticus attributes to Him. 

ECONOMY Herding, farming, land, harvests, wages, debt, weights 
and measures, and household production all appear in 
Leviticus. 

Holiness reaches economics: gleaning, honest measures, 
timely wages, Jubilee, and care for the poor are worship 
issues, not secular add-ons. 

SCRIPTURE FIRST 

Historical comparison helps reconstruct the world around Leviticus. It does not sit on the same plane as the biblical text. Scripture supplies the 
controlling account; archaeology and ancient texts are fallible supporting evidence. 

 

Where Leviticus Fits 
BOOK ENDING / BEGINNING WHY THE CONNECTION MATTERS 

EXODUS 40 The glory of the LORD fills the tabernacle; Moses cannot 
enter 

God has come near, but His holiness creates an access problem. 

LEVITICUS 1:1 The LORD calls to Moses from the tent of meeting God speaks from inside the sanctuary and gives instructions for approach. 

LEVITICUS Sacrifices, priesthood, purity, atonement, holiness, 
festivals 

The book orders life around God's dwelling presence. 

NUMBERS 1:1 The LORD speaks to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai 
from the tent of meeting 

By Numbers, covenant worship has been established and the people can organize 
around the sanctuary for the journey. 

 
THE NARRATIVE POINT 
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Leviticus is not a random law code dropped into the Pentateuch. It is the necessary bridge between God's arrival in Exodus and Israel's movement in Numbers. 

 
 
MOSES, PRIESTLY INSTRUCTION & DIVINE SPEECH 

Who Gave Leviticus? 
FEATURE WHAT THE BOOK SAYS 

DIVINE SPEECH FORMULA Repeatedly: 'The LORD spoke to Moses, saying...' or closely related wording. 

MOSES Receives commands and communicates them to Aaron, priests, or the whole congregation. 

AARON & SONS Serve as the priestly family appointed in Exodus 28-29 and installed in Leviticus 8-9. 

ALL ISRAEL Many laws address ordinary Israelites, not just priests: offerings, purity, sexual conduct, neighbor-love, festivals, land, vows. 

WRITTEN TORAH CONTEXT Leviticus belongs to the Torah canonically associated with Moses throughout later Scripture. 

PRIESTLY DETAIL Later critical scholarship often labels much of Leviticus 'Priestly' or the 'Holiness Code.' These are scholarly literary categories, not labels 
used by Leviticus itself. 

 
IMPORTANT OBSERVATION 

Leviticus is priestly without being secret priestcraft. Much of the book teaches the entire covenant community what holiness, sacrifice, purity, justice, sexuality, worship, and 
sacred time mean. 

 
 
THE BOOK'S ARCHITECTURE 

How Leviticus Is Built 
TEXT MOVEMENT WHAT IS BEING ORDERED 

1-7 SACRIFICES How Israelites bring offerings and how priests handle them. 

8-10 PRIESTHOOD Aaron and sons are ordained; worship begins; Nadab and Abihu die after unauthorized fire. 

11-15 CLEAN / UNCLEAN Food, childbirth, skin disease, houses, and bodily discharges. 

16 DAY OF ATONEMENT Annual cleansing/atonement for sanctuary, priests, and people. 

17 BLOOD & SACRIFICE Sacrifice is centralized; blood/life belongs to God and is given for atonement. 

18-20 HOLY LIVING Sexual boundaries, Molech, occult practices, neighbor ethics, justice, family and covenant distinctiveness. 

21-22 PRIESTS & HOLY OFFERINGS Higher standards for priestly holiness; acceptable sacrifices. 

23 APPOINTED TIMES Sabbath and annual festivals structure Israel's year. 

24 SANCTUARY & BLASPHEMY Lamps/bread, then a case involving blasphemy and proportionate justice. 

25 SABBATH YEAR & JUBILEE Land rest, debt/poverty, family land, servitude, redemption. 

26 COVENANT BLESSING & DISCIPLINE Obedience, judgment, exile, confession, and covenant remembrance. 

27 VOWS & DEDICATED THINGS Regulation of things specially vowed or devoted to God. 

 
 
THE BOOK'S CONTROLLING IDEA 

What Does 'Holy' Mean? 
CATEGORY LEVITICUS TEACHES 

GOD IS HOLY Holiness begins with God's own identity, not with human religious effort. 

PEOPLE CAN BE HOLY Israel is set apart to belong to the LORD and must reflect His character in worship and life. 

PLACES CAN BE HOLY Sanctuary zones have increasing degrees of sacredness because of divine presence. 

TIME CAN BE HOLY Sabbaths and festivals are set apart as appointed times. 

PEOPLE/OFFICES CAN BE HOLY Priests are consecrated for sanctuary service. 

OBJECTS CAN BE HOLY Altars, garments, utensils, oil, bread, offerings, and dedicated objects can be set apart for God's use. 

HOLINESS IS MORAL Leviticus connects holiness with sexual purity, honesty, justice, compassion, reverence, and love of neighbor. 

HOLINESS IS NOT MERELY SEPARATION It is separation unto the LORD—belonging to Him and living according to His character and commands. 
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A USEFUL SUMMARY 

Holiness is not merely staying away from 'bad things.' It is life ordered by the presence, ownership, and character of the LORD. 

 
 
APPROACH, WORSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, CLEANSING & RESTITUTION 

Why Sacrifice? 
TRUTH LEVITICUS 

SACRIFICE IS GOD-ORDERED The worshiper does not invent the terms of approach; Leviticus specifies animals, grain, blood, portions, priests, and purposes. 

NOT EVERY OFFERING IS FOR THE 
SAME THING 

Some emphasize dedication, tribute, fellowship, purification, or reparation. 

BLOOD IS CENTRAL BUT NOT MAGICAL Blood represents life and is given by God upon the altar for atonement (17:11). 

THE WORSHIPER PARTICIPATES Depending on the offering, the bringer selects the animal, lays a hand on it, slaughters it, or shares a meal. 

PRIESTS MEDIATE They manipulate blood, burn portions, eat designated portions, and guard sacred boundaries. 

THE POOR ARE INCLUDED Leviticus provides less costly offerings in several cases, including birds or grain, so access is not restricted to wealthy households. 

SACRIFICE DOES NOT LICENSE SIN Later biblical prophets condemn sacrificial worship when paired with rebellion, injustice, and hypocrisy. 

CHRISTIAN READING Hebrews treats Levitical sacrifice as foundational categories fulfilled and surpassed in Christ's priesthood and once-for-all offering. 

 
 
LEVITICUS 1-7 

The Five Major Offerings 
OFFERING HEBREW PURPOSE / CHARACTER WHO EATS? 

BURNT OFFERING olah Whole-animal ascent; dedication, worship, and atonement language Except skin in some cases, animal is 
burned to the LORD. 

GRAIN OFFERING minhah Tribute/gift of flour, oil, frankincense; can accompany worship and thanksgiving Memorial portion burned; priests eat 
remainder. 

PEACE / FELLOWSHIP OFFERING zevah shelamim Thanksgiving, vow, freewill fellowship meal; fat belongs to the LORD Portions to altar, priests, and 
worshiper/family. 

PURIFICATION / 'SIN' OFFERING hatta't Purifies/atones for certain sins and contamination affecting person/sanctuary Disposition varies by 
status/location; some eaten by 
priests. 

REPARATION / 'GUILT' OFFERING asham Addresses certain desecrations or wrongs with restitution plus added compensation Priestly portions prescribed. 

 
TRANSLATION NOTE 

Traditional English 'sin offering' and 'guilt offering' remain familiar, but many scholars prefer 'purification offering' and 'reparation offering' because the rites address purification 
and restitution as well as guilt. The Hebrew terms and context should guide the explanation. 

 
 
KEY DISTINCTIONS STUDENTS OFTEN MISS 

Sacrifice Was Not a Single Ritual 
QUESTION ANSWER 

WAS EVERY SACRIFICE KILLED FOR A SPECIFIC PERSONAL 
SIN? 

No. Burnt, grain, peace, purification, and reparation offerings have distinct functions. 

WAS THE WHOLE ANIMAL ALWAYS BURNED? No. The burnt offering is distinctive in being wholly offered, while other sacrifices distribute portions differently. 

DID THE WORSHIPER EAT SACRIFICIAL MEAT? In peace offerings, yes. Sacrifice could include a covenant fellowship meal. 

DID THE PRIESTS LIVE FROM OFFERINGS? Yes, designated portions helped support priestly service; God assigns those portions. 

COULD A POOR PERSON PARTICIPATE? Yes. Leviticus repeatedly scales offerings according to means in certain contexts. 

DID SACRIFICE AUTOMATICALLY FORGIVE DEFIANT 
REBELLION? 

Leviticus does not present ritual as a mechanism for manipulating God. Repentance, confession, restitution, and 
covenant loyalty matter. 

WHY SO MUCH BLOOD? Leviticus 17:11 explains blood in terms of life given on the altar for atonement; the point is theological, not 
fascination with violence. 
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LEVITICUS 8-10; 21-22 

Priests: Why Israel Needed Mediators 
ROLE WHAT PRIESTS DO 

OFFER SACRIFICES Handle altar rites and blood according to God's command. 

GUARD HOLY SPACE Maintain boundaries between holy/common and clean/unclean. 

TEACH Leviticus 10:10-11 explicitly charges priests to distinguish categories and teach Israel God's statutes. 

BLESS Aaron blesses the people in Leviticus 9; priestly blessing is developed in Numbers 6. 

MAINTAIN SANCTUARY Lamps, incense, bread, and ritual service keep ordered worship functioning. 

REPRESENT THE PEOPLE Priestly garments and rites symbolize representative service before God. 

BEAR HIGHER RESPONSIBILITY Their proximity to sacred service brings stricter standards, not spiritual privilege without accountability. 

DEPEND ON GOD'S INSTRUCTIONS Nadab and Abihu demonstrate that priestly office does not grant freedom to innovate sacred worship. 

 
 
WHY 'UNAUTHORIZED FIRE' MATTERS 

Nadab & Abihu 
TEXT OBSERVATION SIGNIFICANCE 

9:23-24 The LORD's fire consumes the authorized altar offering God visibly accepts worship performed according to His command. 

10:1 Nadab and Abihu offer 'unauthorized/strange fire' which He 
had not commanded 

The problem is defined by violation of divine command, not merely poor technique. 

10:2 Fire from the LORD consumes them The same divine holiness that accepts authorized sacrifice judges unauthorized priestly action. 

10:3 'Among those who are near Me I will be sanctified' Priestly nearness increases responsibility. 

10:6-7 Aaron's family receives mourning restrictions while on duty Sanctuary service cannot be casually abandoned. 

10:8-11 Alcohol and priestly discernment instructions follow Priests must distinguish holy/common and clean/unclean and teach Israel. 

 
WHAT SCRIPTURE DOES NOT SAY 

Leviticus does not explicitly tell us whether intoxication caused Nadab and Abihu's sin, though the nearby wine prohibition leads many readers to consider the possibility. The 
explicit offense is offering what God had not commanded. 

 
 
LEVITICUS 11-15 

Clean and Unclean Are Not the Same as Good and Evil 
CATEGORY EXAMPLES MORAL SIN? EFFECT 

CLEAN Permitted foods; ordinary clean state No Normal participation in camp/sanctuary life. 

UNCLEAN FOOD CONTACT Certain animals/carcasses Not necessarily Temporary ritual impurity; washing/waiting may be 
required. 

CHILDBIRTH Leviticus 12 No Mother enters temporary ritual impurity after birth, followed 
by purification. 

SKIN CONDITIONS Leviticus 13-14 Not automatically Priest diagnoses ritual status; severe cases can require 
exclusion and later purification. 

HOUSE 'DISEASE' 14:33-53 No personal moral guilt required House can be inspected, scraped, dismantled, or purified. 

BODILY DISCHARGES Leviticus 15 Often natural bodily processes Temporary impurity affects contact and sanctuary 
approach. 

MORAL DEFILEMENT Sexual sin, idolatry, bloodshed Yes Can defile people and land in a deeper covenant-moral 
sense. 

 
ESSENTIAL DISTINCTION 

Ritual impurity is not a synonym for personal wickedness. Many ordinary life processes create uncleanness. Leviticus teaches that mortality, bodily emissions, disease, and 
death are incompatible with unrestricted approach to the concentrated holiness of the sanctuary. 
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LEVITICUS 11 

Clean & Unclean Animals 
GROUP CLEAN CRITERIA / EXAMPLES UNCLEAN EXAMPLES / COMMENTS 

LAND ANIMALS Split hoof + chews cud Camel, rock badger, hare, pig fail one criterion. 

WATER CREATURES Fins + scales Other aquatic creatures are prohibited. 

BIRDS No abstract criterion given; prohibited birds listed Many listed species are predators/scavengers, though this is not stated as the 
law's reason. 

WINGED INSECTS Certain hopping insects permitted Most winged swarming things prohibited. 

CARCASSES Contact with dead bodies of unclean animals transmits impurity Death/contact rules reinforce boundaries around life and holiness. 

 
WHY THESE ANIMALS? 

Many explanations have been proposed: hygiene, symbolism, creation-order categories, identity, or combinations. Leviticus itself chiefly presents the laws as part of Israel's 
holiness and separation because 'I am the LORD your God' (11:44-45). We should not claim a single modern rationale the text does not state. 

 
 
LEVITICUS 13-14 

Tzara'at: More Than 'Leprosy' 
FEATURE REFERENCE 

HEBREW TERM tzara'at refers to a range of conditions affecting human skin and, strikingly, garments and houses. 

NOT IDENTICAL TO MODERN HANSEN'S 
DISEASE 

Because garments and walls can have tzara'at, the term cannot simply equal the modern medical diagnosis 'leprosy.' 

PRIEST'S ROLE The priest examines and declares clean/unclean; he is functioning in ritual diagnosis, not necessarily practicing medicine. 

QUARANTINE / REEXAMINATION Some cases require waiting periods and repeated inspection. 

RESTORATION Leviticus 14 gives elaborate rites for a person whose condition has healed and who is returning to camp/sanctuary life. 

HOUSE CASES Affected building material can be removed; persistent cases can require dismantling the house. 

THEOLOGICAL FOCUS The concern is preserving holiness and distinguishing impurity within a camp centered on God's dwelling. 

 
 
LEVITICUS 16 

The Day of Atonement 
STAGE RITUAL PURPOSE 

HIGH PRIEST PREPARES Bathes, wears linen, brings bull for himself Even the high priest needs atonement before representing others. 

INCENSE / CLOUD Incense enters behind the veil Protective ritual surrounds approach to the mercy seat. 

BULL'S BLOOD Applied in Most Holy Place Atonement/purification for priestly house. 

TWO GOATS Lots designate one 'for the LORD' and one for Azazel/scapegoat 
function 

Two complementary actions address pollution and carried-away sin. 

GOAT FOR THE LORD Killed; blood applied Sanctuary is cleansed from Israel's impurities/transgressions. 

LIVE GOAT High priest confesses Israel's sins over it; goat sent away Sins are symbolically carried away into the wilderness. 

ALTAR CLEANSING Blood applied to altar Sacred space itself requires cleansing because Israel's impurity accumulates around God's 
dwelling. 

PEOPLE AFFLICT THEMSELVES Solemn rest / self-denial The day requires communal humility, not spectator ritual. 

ANNUAL STATUTE Repeated each year The covenant system recognizes recurring sin/impurity requiring recurring cleansing. 

 
WHY CHAPTER 16 IS CENTRAL 

Leviticus is not only about sinners needing forgiveness; God's sanctuary dwelling among them must be protected/cleansed from the accumulated effects of their impurity and 
rebellion. 
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A DIFFICULT TERM IN LEVITICUS 16 

What Is 'Azazel'? 
VIEW DESCRIPTION CAUTION 

PLACE / WILDERNESS DESTINATION Azazel is understood as a remote place or realm associated with removal Fits the goat being sent away but does not fully explain the word. 

PERSONAL / SPIRITUAL BEING Some ancient Jewish interpretation treats Azazel as a wilderness 
being/demonic figure 

Leviticus never portrays the goat as an offering to a rival god; the goat 
removes sin away from the camp. 

ABSTRACT / 'COMPLETE REMOVAL' Some derive the term in relation to removal Etymology remains debated. 

WHAT IS CLEAR One goat is sacrificed to the LORD; the living goat bears confessed iniquities 
away 

The ritual dramatizes both atonement/cleansing and removal of sin. 

 
RDM POSTURE 

Teach what the ritual clearly does; label the identity/etymology of Azazel as debated. Do not turn a difficult Hebrew term into speculative demonology. 

 
 
LEVITICUS 17 

Blood, Life & Atonement 
STATEMENT SIGNIFICANCE 

'THE LIFE OF THE FLESH IS IN THE BLOOD' Blood represents life in a special covenant sense. 

'I HAVE GIVEN IT FOR YOU ON THE ALTAR' Atonement is God's provision, not human discovery or magical technique. 

'TO MAKE ATONEMENT FOR YOUR LIVES' The life represented by blood is used in the God-appointed sacrificial system. 

BLOOD MAY NOT BE EATEN Because life belongs to God, Israel must treat blood as sacred rather than ordinary food. 

SACRIFICE IS CENTRALIZED Animals offered as sacrifices belong at the tabernacle rather than independent field cults. 

NEW TESTAMENT DEVELOPMENT Hebrews uses Levitical blood categories to explain the unique effectiveness of Christ's self-offering. 

 
DO NOT REDUCE THIS TO BIOLOGY 

Leviticus is not giving a laboratory definition of where biological life 'resides.' It is declaring blood's sacred symbolic-theological role because God identifies blood with life and 
gives it for altar atonement. 

 
 
CANAAN, EGYPT & NEIGHBORING CULTS 

Religions & Spiritual World Around Israel 
DEITY / PRACTICE ANCIENT ASSOCIATION LEVITICUS RELEVANCE 

BAAL Canaanite storm/war/fertility deity associated with rain and 
agricultural productivity 

Israel will enter rain-dependent Canaan; later Scripture repeatedly shows Baal worship 
becoming a major temptation. 

EL Senior deity in Canaanite pantheon Ugaritic texts portray El as elder/head figure; biblical use of el for God must be 
interpreted by context, not assumed to identify YHWH with the Canaanite pantheon. 

ATHIRAT / ASHERAH Prominent Canaanite goddess, consort of El in Ugaritic texts Later Israelite idolatry frequently includes Asherah cult objects. 

ANAT / ASTARTE War/sexual/fertility-related goddesses in Canaanite religion Illustrate the broader pantheon Israel encounters. 

MOLECH / MOLEK Associated biblically with forbidden child-offering rites Leviticus 18:21 and 20:2-5 explicitly prohibit giving offspring to Molech. 

DIVINATION / NECROMANCY Attempts to obtain forbidden supernatural knowledge Leviticus 19:26,31; 20:6,27 forbids mediums, spiritists/necromancers, and divination. 

CULT IMAGES Physical representations used in ancient worship Leviticus 19:4; 26:1 continues the Torah's anti-idolatry prohibition. 

HIGH / LOCAL CULTS Sacred sites and local shrines were common in the ancient 
Levant 

Leviticus centers sacrificial worship at the LORD's sanctuary rather than permitting 
Israel to imitate surrounding cult systems. 

 
 
PRACTICES LEVITICUS DIRECTLY CONDEMNS 

Why False Worship Was Such a Serious Offense 
PRACTICE LEVITICUS WHY IT IS TREATED AS GRAVE 
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CHILD SACRIFICE / MOLECH 18:21; 20:2-5 Children are not offerings for securing divine favor. The act profanes God's name and brings severe covenant 
judgment. 

MEDIUMS / NECROMANCERS 19:31; 20:6,27 Israel must seek revelation and guidance from the LORD, not from the dead or forbidden spirits. 

DIVINATION / OMENS 19:26 Manipulative or forbidden methods of seeking supernatural knowledge are rejected. 

IDOLS / CAST GODS 19:4; 26:1 Israel may not manufacture rival objects of worship or bow to images. 

PAGAN SEXUAL PRACTICES 18; 20 Leviticus names prohibited sexual relationships in the context of practices Israel must not imitate from 
Egypt/Canaan. 

CULTIC SYNCRETISM 17:7 refers to sacrifices to 'goat 
demons' 

Israel's sacrificial worship is not to be mixed with rival spiritual cults. 

PROFANING GOD'S NAME 18:21; 19:12; 20:3; 22:32 False worship and false oaths misrepresent the holy God among His people. 

HUMAN INJUSTICE 19 Idolatry and occult sin stand beside theft, lies, exploitation, partiality, hatred, and dishonest trade; holiness 
governs the whole life. 

 
HISTORICAL CAUTION 

Evidence for child sacrifice varies by time and place, and later Phoenician/Punic evidence should not simply be projected backward onto every Canaanite community. The 
biblical prohibition itself is unmistakable: Israel is not to imitate peoples who give children in sacrificial worship. 

 
 
MATERIAL CULTURE AS SUPPORTING CONTEXT 

What Archaeology Adds to the Religious Picture 
EVIDENCE WHAT IT SHOWS LIMIT 

UGARITIC TEXTS A large Canaanite pantheon including El, Athirat/Asherah, Baal, Anat, Astarte, 
Mot, Yamm and others 

Ugarit is in northern Syria and later than some proposed Exodus dates; 
it illuminates Canaanite religion but is not a transcript of every 
Canaanite town. 

CANAANITE CULT FIGURES Bronze/gold deity figures and 'smiting god' images Physical cult images demonstrate that image worship was real, 
embodied practice. 

LEVANTINE SHRINES / CULT OBJECTS Altars, figurines, standing stones, offering vessels and temple remains Material religion varied by region and period. 

PUNIC TOPHETS Later Carthaginian precincts contain cremated remains of infants/young children 
and animals with religious stelae 

Important evidence in the long Phoenician/Canaanite religious 
tradition, but interpretation and direct continuity with Bronze Age 
Canaan remain debated. 

ISRAELITE/JUDEAN FIGURINES Later Iron Age Judah contains large numbers of female pillar figurines Shows that forbidden popular cult practices could persist even among 
people identified with Israel/Judah. 

TEXT + ARCHAEOLOGY Biblical prohibitions can be studied alongside material evidence Archaeology clarifies practice and setting; Scripture supplies 
covenant evaluation. 

 
 
NOT MERELY PRIVATE MORALITY 

Leviticus 18 & 20: Sexual Boundaries and Covenant Holiness 
AREA TEXT THEOLOGICAL FRAME 

EGYPT / CANAAN CONTRAST 18:3 Israel must not imitate the practices of the land left behind or the land ahead. 

KINSHIP BOUNDARIES 18:6-18 A range of incestuous/close-family sexual relationships is prohibited. 

ADULTERY 18:20; 20:10 Marriage covenant boundaries are protected. 

CHILD SACRIFICE 18:21; 20:2-5 Placed in the same holiness context because worship and family ethics are inseparable. 

MALE SAME-SEX INTERCOURSE 18:22; 20:13 Explicitly prohibited within Israel's sexual holiness code. 

BESTIALITY 18:23; 20:15-16 Human/animal sexual boundary is protected. 

LAND DEFILEMENT 18:24-30 The text presents these practices as defiling the land and as part of why prior inhabitants face judgment. 

HOLY IDENTITY 20:7-8,26 Commands are grounded in God's sanctifying action and Israel's separation to Him. 

 
STUDY POSTURE 

Leviticus presents sexual ethics as part of covenant holiness rooted in the Creator's authority, not merely as a list of arbitrary taboos. Application should be handled with truth, 
consistency, and pastoral care rather than selective outrage. 

 
 
ONE OF THE BOOK'S MOST IMPORTANT CHAPTERS 
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Leviticus 19: Holiness in Ordinary Life 
COMMAND TEXT HOLINESS LOOKS LIKE... 

REVERE PARENTS / KEEP SABBATHS 19:3 Family honor and sacred time. 

REJECT IDOLS 19:4 Exclusive worship. 

LEAVE GLEANINGS 19:9-10 Economic provision for poor and sojourner built into harvest practice. 

DO NOT STEAL / LIE 19:11-12 Truthful economic and covenant life. 

PAY WORKERS PROMPTLY 19:13 Refusing exploitation of labor. 

DO NOT CURSE DEAF / TRIP BLIND 19:14 Protecting vulnerable people who cannot easily defend themselves. 

NO PARTIALITY IN COURT 19:15 Justice for poor and great alike. 

NO SLANDER / LIFE-ENDANGERING ACTION 19:16 Speech and neighbor protection. 

REBUKE, DON'T HATE 19:17 Holiness includes honest correction rather than hidden hatred. 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 19:18 One of Scripture's great ethical summaries. 

HONOR THE AGED 19:32 Respect and fear of God. 

LOVE THE SOJOURNER 19:33-34 Israel must remember its own foreignness in Egypt. 

HONEST WEIGHTS 19:35-36 Business practice belongs to holiness. 

 
A MAJOR CORRECTION TO SHALLOW VIEWS OF LEVITICUS 

The book's holiness is not obsessed with ritual while ignoring ethics. Leviticus 19 places worship, family, economics, disability, courts, speech, hatred, immigration/sojourning, 
business honesty, and love of neighbor under one command: be holy because the LORD is holy. 

 
 
LEVITICUS 19:18 

'Love Your Neighbor as Yourself' 
OBSERVATION SIGNIFICANCE 

CONTEXT The command follows prohibitions of hatred, vengeance, and grudge-bearing and includes the duty to rebuke a neighbor rather than secretly 
hate. 

NOT MERE SENTIMENT Love includes concrete justice, truthful relationships, restraint of vengeance, generosity, and protection. 

SOJOURNER PARALLEL 19:34 commands love for the resident alien/sojourner 'as yourself,' recalling Israel's experience in Egypt. 

JESUS Matthew 22:39 names it the second great commandment alongside love for God. 

PAUL Romans 13:8-10 and Galatians 5:14 treat neighbor-love as a summary of interpersonal law. 

JAMES James 2:8 calls it the 'royal law.' 

 
LEVITICUS' SURPRISING INFLUENCE 

A verse many Christians know from Jesus originates inside Leviticus' holiness legislation. The New Testament does not treat Leviticus as spiritually irrelevant; it repeatedly 
draws foundational ethics from it. 

 
 
LEVITICUS 21-22 

Priestly Holiness 
AREA WHY STRICTER RULES APPEAR 

MOURNING / CORPSE CONTACT Priests serve close to sanctuary holiness; death impurity is more tightly regulated. 

MARRIAGE RESTRICTIONS Priestly family life carries representative significance. 

PHYSICAL DEFECTS Certain bodily conditions restrict altar service but do not remove priestly belonging or access to priestly food. 

HIGH PRIEST Stricter mourning and marriage requirements accompany highest sanctuary responsibility. 

HOLY FOOD Priestly households must distinguish who may eat sacred portions. 

SACRIFICIAL DEFECTS Animals presented in worship must meet prescribed standards. 

GOD'S NAME The section repeatedly grounds rules in the LORD who sanctifies priests and Israel. 
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DO NOT INFER DIMINISHED HUMAN WORTH 

Restrictions on sanctuary roles are not declarations that persons with disabilities are less valuable before God. Leviticus distinguishes ritual fitness for particular priestly service 
from human dignity. 

 
 
LEVITICUS 23 

The Sacred Calendar 
APPOINTED TIME WHEN WHAT IT REMEMBERS / ORDERS 

SABBATH Every seventh day Weekly holy rest; creation/covenant rhythm. 

PASSOVER 14th day of first month Deliverance from Egypt. 

UNLEAVENED BREAD 15th-21st first month Seven-day festival tied to Exodus memory. 

FIRSTFRUITS During spring harvest First sheaf presented; harvest acknowledged as God's gift. 

WEEKS / PENTECOST Seven weeks after firstfruits Harvest thanksgiving; later central to Acts 2 timing. 

TRUMPETS 1st day of seventh month Solemn rest marked by trumpet blast/remembrance. 

DAY OF ATONEMENT 10th day of seventh month Annual sanctuary/people atonement and self-affliction. 

BOOTHS / TABERNACLES 15th-22nd seventh month Harvest celebration and remembrance of dwelling in booths after Egypt. 

 
SACRED TIME TEACHES THEOLOGY 

Israel's calendar repeatedly interrupts ordinary work so redemption, provision, atonement, dependence, and joy are remembered in community. 

 
 
LEVITICUS 25 

Sabbath Year & Jubilee 
FEATURE COMMAND SOCIAL / THEOLOGICAL LOGIC 

LAND SABBATH Every seventh year The land rests; Israel must trust God rather than treat land as an endlessly exploitable 
machine. 

JUBILEE After seven cycles of seven years Liberty is proclaimed; hereditary land returns within family structures. 

LAND OWNERSHIP 'The land is Mine' (25:23) Israelites are tenants/sojourners with God; ownership is subordinate to divine 
ownership. 

POVERTY Kin should help a brother becoming poor Covenant community is not to exploit desperation. 

INTEREST / PROFIT Restrictions protect impoverished kin Economic opportunity is constrained by covenant mercy. 

ISRAELITE SERVITUDE Poor Israelite kin are not to be treated as ordinary 
slaves 

God's people belong to Him because He brought them out of Egypt. 

KINSMAN REDEMPTION Family redeemer may recover land/person Family solidarity protects inheritance and vulnerable relatives. 

 
JUBILEE CAUTION 

The exact historical frequency of Jubilee observance is difficult to document. Leviticus' theological vision is nevertheless clear: land, labor, debt, poverty, and ownership are 
subject to God's covenant claims. 

 
 
HOLINESS HAS HISTORICAL CONSEQUENCES 

Leviticus 26: Blessing, Discipline, Exile & Covenant Memory 
MOVEMENT TEXT CONTENT 

NO IDOLS 26:1-2 The chapter begins with exclusive worship and Sabbath/sanctuary reverence. 

OBEDIENCE / BLESSING 26:3-13 Rain, crops, peace, security, victory, fruitfulness, and God's dwelling presence. 

REBELLION / DISCIPLINE 26:14-39 Escalating covenant discipline includes disease, defeat, famine, siege, desolation, and exile. 

LAND RESTS 26:34-35 Exile results in the land receiving missed Sabbath rests. 
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CONFESSION 26:40-41 The people may confess their iniquity and humble their uncircumcised heart. 

COVENANT REMEMBERED 26:42 God remembers His covenants with Jacob, Isaac, Abraham, and the land. 

NOT UTTERLY REJECTED 26:44-45 Even in enemy lands, God does not utterly destroy or annul His covenant with them. 

SINAI FRAME 26:46 These statutes are explicitly located at Sinai through Moses. 

 
 
SIMILAR FORMS, DIFFERENT COVENANT THEOLOGY 

Leviticus and Ancient Near Eastern Ritual 
SHARED ANCIENT FEATURE WHAT COMPARISON HELPS US SEE LEVITICUS' DISTINCTIVE 

ANIMAL / GRAIN OFFERINGS Sacrifice was a normal ancient religious language, not an Israelite 
invention incomprehensible to its neighbors 

Israel's rites are commanded by the LORD and integrated with covenant 
holiness. 

PRIESTHOOD Ancient temples relied on specialized ritual personnel Israelite priests remain servants under Torah, accountable to God's 
word. 

PURITY RITUALS Other cultures also used purification and ritual boundaries Leviticus integrates ritual purity with God's presence, moral holiness, and 
covenant identity. 

TEMPLES / SACRED SPACE Cultures distinguished sacred precincts and levels of access Israel's sanctuary contains no idol of the LORD; divine presence is not 
reduced to a statue. 

FESTIVALS Agricultural/religious calendars were common Israel's festivals are tied to the Creator, Exodus redemption, covenant 
memory, and God's appointed times. 

DIVINATION / MAGIC Widely practiced across the ancient Near East Leviticus prohibits occult guidance and insists that Israel belong to the 
LORD alone. 

 
COMPARISON SHOULD SHARPEN, NOT FLATTEN 

Leviticus speaks in ritual forms its ancient audience could recognize, but it repeatedly reorients them around a unique covenant claim: 'I am the LORD your God.' 

 
 
TEACH CLEARLY; AVOID SHALLOW ANSWERS 
PEOPLE | MEDIATION AND COMMUNITY 

Key People & Roles 
PERSON / GROUP ROLE IN LEVITICUS WHAT TO WATCH 

THE LORD Speaker, covenant Lord, Redeemer, Judge, and the One 
whose holy presence defines the entire system. 

The repeated formula “the LORD spoke to Moses” keeps 
the book centered on divine initiative. 

MOSES Receives and communicates the LORD’s instructions; 
oversees ordination and responds in crises. 

Moses is mediator, but he does not replace the 
priesthood or the need for atonement. 

AARON First high priest; ordained with his sons; represents Israel 
in sanctuary service and on the Day of Atonement. 

His office is essential, yet Aaron himself requires sacrifice 
and cleansing. 

NADAB & ABIHU Aaron’s sons who offer unauthorized fire and die before 
the LORD (Lev. 10). 

Their deaths demonstrate that sincerity does not 
authorize worship on human terms. 

ELEAZAR & ITHAMAR Aaron’s surviving sons who continue priestly service. Priestly responsibility continues after judgment; holiness 
includes careful obedience. 

PRIESTS Guard sanctuary holiness, handle sacrifices, teach 
distinctions, examine certain impurity cases, and 
represent the people in prescribed rites. 

Priests are mediators and teachers, not a separate class 
exempt from holiness. 

THE CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL The whole covenant community addressed by many laws 
and responsible for holy living. 

Leviticus is not merely “the priests’ book.” Chapters 18-
20 especially show holiness demanded of the people. 

THE SOJOURNER / POOR / WORKER Vulnerable or socially dependent persons explicitly 
protected by covenant ethics. 

Holiness is measured partly by justice, compassion, 
honest commerce, and love of neighbor and stranger. 

PEOPLE SERVE THE THEOLOGY 

Leviticus has fewer narrative characters than Genesis or Exodus. Its people are best understood through roles: holy God, mediator, priesthood, 
congregation, and neighbor. The system is relational, not merely ceremonial. 

 
THEOLOGY | HOW THE PARTS FIT 

The Theology of Leviticus - One Integrated System 
THEME WHAT LEVITICUS TEACHES MAJOR TEXTS 
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HOLINESS God is holy; therefore His people, priests, worship, time, 
food, bodies, land, and ethics must be ordered according 
to His character and commands. 

11:44-45; 19:2; 20:7-8,26 

PRESENCE The LORD dwells among Israel; proximity to His sanctuary 
makes holiness and purity matters of covenant life. 

1:1; 15:31; 16:2; 26:11-12 

ATONEMENT Sin and impurity disrupt fellowship and defile sacred 
space; God provides prescribed means of cleansing and 
atonement. 

4-5; 16; 17:11 

MEDIATION Priests are consecrated to serve between holy space and 
the people, yet they themselves require cleansing and 
atonement. 

8-10; 16; 21-22 

WORSHIP Approach to God is not self-designed. Offerings, sacred 
space, priestly service, and appointed times are governed 
by God’s instruction. 

1-7; 10:1-3; 23 

PURITY Clean/unclean categories regulate access and teach 
distinctions without equating every impurity with moral 
guilt. 

11-15 

ETHICS Holiness reaches parents, poor, workers, disabled 
persons, courts, sexuality, speech, vengeance, 
immigrants, business, and neighbor-love. 

18-20; especially 19 

SACRED TIME Sabbath and festivals structure Israel’s year around 
creation, redemption, provision, repentance, and 
rejoicing before God. 

23; 25 

LAND & ECONOMICS The land belongs ultimately to God; Israel’s use of land, 
debt, labor, and property is bounded by covenant 
responsibilities. 

19:9-10,35-36; 25 

COVENANT Obedience brings covenant blessing; persistent rebellion 
brings discipline and exile, yet God remembers His 
covenant. 

26 

ONE BOOK, NOT DISCONNECTED RULE LISTS 

The sacrifices, purity laws, sexual boundaries, festivals, economics, and covenant sanctions are not random topics. They answer one controlling 
question: how does a redeemed people live with the holy LORD dwelling among them? 

 

Difficult Questions in Leviticus 
QUESTION REFERENCE APPROACH 

Why do Christians not offer animal sacrifices? The New Testament, especially Hebrews 7-10, teaches that Christ's priesthood and once-for-all sacrifice fulfill and surpass the repeated 
Levitical system. 

Why do Christians eat pork? Mark 7:19 and Acts 10-11 are central to New Testament discussion of food purity; Gentile inclusion and new-covenant fulfillment change 
covenant application. 

Does 'unclean' mean sinful? No. Childbirth, bodily discharges, and many skin conditions produce ritual impurity without moral wrongdoing. 

Why were Nadab and Abihu killed? They were ordained priests who approached holy worship in a way God had not commanded. Leviticus emphasizes greater accountability 
for those near holy things. 

Why child sacrifice gets such severe judgment? Because it destroys image-bearing children in attempted religious manipulation and profanes God's name. Leviticus explicitly labels the 
practice forbidden and covenant-defiling. 

What is Molech? The term may refer to a deity/title and/or a type of offering; scholarly debate remains. What is not debated in the text is that giving offspring 
in this practice is forbidden. 

What is Azazel? The term is debated; the ritual meaning is clearer than the word's identity: Israel's sins are confessed and carried away from the camp. 

Why exclude some people from priestly service? Leviticus distinguishes qualification for a symbolic sanctuary role from personal worth. The restricted priest remains part of the priestly 
household. 

Are sexual laws merely ancient culture? Leviticus grounds them in God's holiness, creation/covenant identity, land defilement, and separation from surrounding practices; later 
Scripture reuses several of these moral categories. 

Did Israel actually keep Jubilee? Direct evidence is limited; the law still reveals God's claim over land, labor, inheritance, debt, and poverty. 

Are sacrifices barbaric? In the ancient world sacrifice was common; Leviticus regulates it around life, atonement, thanksgiving, fellowship, and holiness. Modern 
discomfort should not replace careful interpretation. 

Is Leviticus only for priests? No. Priests have special sections, but the book repeatedly addresses the whole congregation and governs ordinary ethics, economy, 
sexuality, time, worship, and neighbor-love. 

 
 
LEVITICUS ACROSS SCRIPTURE 

Biblical Echo 
LEVITICUS LATER SCRIPTURE CONNECTION 

11:44-45; 19:2 1 Peter 1:15-16 Peter directly reapplies the call to holiness to Christians. 
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17:11 Hebrews 9 Blood/life/atonement categories become foundational for explaining Christ's sacrifice. 

16 Hebrews 9-10 Day of Atonement shapes the argument about high priest, sanctuary, blood, access, and once-for-all cleansing. 

19:18 Matt. 22:39; Rom. 13:9; Gal. 5:14; James 2:8 Love of neighbor becomes a central summary of interpersonal righteousness. 

19:34 Jesus' neighbor ethic / broader NT mission Love for the sojourner expands the moral imagination beyond one's immediate kin. 

23 Gospels / Acts Passover, Weeks/Pentecost, and Booths provide the calendar setting for major New Testament events. 

25 Isaiah 61; Luke 4:18-19 Liberty/release language contributes to prophetic and messianic restoration imagery. 

26 Kings / Chronicles / exile prophets Covenant blessing/discipline categories explain later national history. 

PRIESTHOOD Hebrews 4-10 Aaronic priesthood becomes a comparison point for Christ's superior priesthood. 

SACRIFICES Eph. 5:2; Phil. 4:18; Heb. 13:15-16; 1 Pet. 2:5 Sacrificial vocabulary is transformed into Christ's offering and believers' praise, generosity, and spiritual 
service. 

 
 
MINI WORD-STUDY LAYER 

Key Hebrew Words & Concepts 
WORD SENSE TEXTS SIGNIFICANCE 

QADOSH holy Repeated Set apart to the LORD according to His character and purpose. 

QORBAN offering / something brought near 1:2 etc. A gift brought into God's appointed worship system. 

OLAH burnt offering / ascent offering 1; 6 The whole offering 'goes up' in smoke to God. 

MINHAH grain/tribute offering 2; 6 A gift/tribute offering, often flour/oil/frankincense. 

SHELAMIM peace/fellowship offerings 3; 7 Shared sacrificial meal associated with thanksgiving/vow/freewill worship. 

HATTA'T sin / purification offering 4-5 Offering that addresses sin/impurity and sanctuary contamination. 

ASHAM guilt / reparation offering 5-7 Offering tied to certain offenses, sacrilege, restitution, and compensation. 

KIPPER make atonement Repeated A central ritual verb involving expiation/purification and restored access. 

TAME / TAHOR unclean / clean 11-15 etc. Ritual status categories distinct from simple moral evil/good. 

NEPHESH life / person / creature 17:11 etc. Broad Hebrew term; context determines whether 'life,' 'person,' etc. is best. 

DAM blood 1-17 Life-associated substance given for altar atonement; not ordinary food. 

YOBEL Jubilee 25 The fiftieth-year proclamation of liberty, land return, and economic reset. 

 
 
CARRY LEVITICUS WITH YOU 

Key & Suggested Memory Passages 
PASSAGE FOCUS 

10:3 God will be sanctified among those near Him. 

11:44-45 Be holy because the LORD is holy. 

16:30 Atonement and cleansing on the Day of Atonement. 

17:11 Life in the blood; blood given for atonement. 

18:3-4 Do not imitate Egypt/Canaan; walk in God's statutes. 

19:2 You shall be holy, for I the LORD am holy. 

19:9-10 Gleaning provision for poor and sojourner. 

19:15 No partiality in judgment. 

19:18 Love your neighbor as yourself. 

19:33-34 Love the sojourner as yourself. 

20:7-8 Consecrate yourselves; the LORD sanctifies. 

20:26 You shall be holy to Me; I have separated you to be Mine. 

23:3 Sabbath as holy convocation. 

25:10 Proclaim liberty throughout the land. 

25:23 The land is Mine. 
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26:12 I will walk among you and be your God. 

26:44-45 God remembers covenant even in exile. 

 
 
LEVITICUS 19:9-18 EXAMPLE 

Observation - Interpretation - Application 
STEP ASK LEVITICUS EXAMPLE 

OBSERVATION What is actually commanded? Leave harvest edges for poor/sojourner; do not steal, lie, exploit labor, abuse vulnerable 
people, pervert court judgment, slander, hate, take vengeance, or bear a grudge; love 
neighbor as yourself. 

INTERPRETATION How does this function in Leviticus? Holiness reflects God's character in economic, legal, relational, and emotional life. 
Worship and ethics are not separate spheres. 

APPLICATION What faithful response follows? Examine business practice, wages, generosity, speech, prejudice, treatment of vulnerable 
people, conflict, correction, resentment, and neighbor-love. Holiness must become 
concrete. 

 
O-I-A CAUTION 

Do not turn ceremonial details directly into arbitrary modern rules. First determine the law's covenant function, holiness logic, and canonical development; then apply the 
enduring theological principle through the New Testament. 

 
 
SERIOUS STUDY PATHS 

Study Leviticus for Yourself 
PATH ASSIGNMENT 

Offerings comparison Build a chart from chapters 1-7: animal/grain, voluntary/required context, blood, altar portion, priest portion, worshiper portion, purpose. 

Priestly responsibility Read 8-10 and 21-22. List privileges, restrictions, dangers, and teaching duties. 

Holy / common / clean / unclean Create four columns and collect examples; do not collapse the categories. 

Tzara'at Read 13-14 and note what priests inspect, isolate, declare, and restore. 

Day of Atonement Trace the high priest's movement physically through the sanctuary. 

Blood Mark every blood instruction in 1-17; then read Hebrews 9. 

False religion Collect prohibitions involving idols, Molech, goat demons, divination, mediums, and foreign practices. 

Holiness ethics Read chapter 19 and categorize commands: worship, family, economics, courts, disability, agriculture, speech, sexuality, immigration/sojourning, 
business. 

Sexual holiness Read 18 and 20 together; identify repeated reasons and covenant consequences. 

Festivals Chart Leviticus 23 alongside Exodus 12 and Deuteronomy 16. 

Jubilee Read 25 and mark every occurrence of land, brother, poor, redeem, servant, and 'Mine.' 

Blessing / exile Compare 26 with Deuteronomy 28-30 and later Kings/Chronicles. 

Jesus and Leviticus Trace Leviticus quotations/allusions in the Gospels, especially neighbor-love and purity discussions. 

Hebrews and Leviticus Read Hebrews 7-10 after Leviticus 16 and identify continuity and superiority. 

Whole-book question After each section ask: what problem is created by God's holy presence, and what provision does God give? 

 
 
TRANSPARENT HIERARCHY 

Research & Source Notes 
LEVEL SOURCES / USE 

1 - PRIMARY Leviticus; Exodus; Numbers; Deuteronomy; Historical Books; Prophets; Gospels; Hebrews; Peter; Paul; James. Scripture governs interpretation. 

2 - CANAANITE RELIGION Ugaritic texts and material culture illuminate El, Athirat/Asherah, Baal, Anat, Astarte, Mot, Yamm, divine councils, cult images, and the fertility/rain 
religious world. 

3 - MET / MUSEUM MATERIAL The Metropolitan Museum documents Late Bronze Age Canaanite deity figures and explains widespread worship of El/Baal; it also preserves later 
Israelite/Judean religious material showing popular cult practices. 

4 - ANCIENT RITUAL COMPARISON Near Eastern texts attest animal/grain offerings, priesthood, purification, temple service, and ritual instruction across neighboring cultures. 
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5 - CHILD SACRIFICE EVIDENCE Later Phoenician/Punic tophet material provides important evidence for infant/child cremation in religious precincts; its exact interpretation and how 
directly it maps onto earlier Canaanite Molech practices remain debated. 

6 - FESTIVAL / PURITY STUDY Reference works clarify Israel's festival calendar and distinctions among ritual purity, moral holiness, and sanctuary access. 

7 - UNCERTAINTY LABELS Molech's precise identity/etymology, Azazel, rationales for food laws, some purity mechanisms, and historical Jubilee observance are not treated as 
settled where Scripture does not settle them. 

 
SELECTED RESEARCH OBSERVATIONS 

Ugaritic texts reveal a broad Canaanite pantheon in which El and Athirat occupied senior positions and Baal functioned as a major warrior/storm deity tied to rain and fertility. 
Archaeological cult figures show worship through physical divine representations. These materials help explain why Leviticus repeatedly prohibits rival gods, idols, occult 
practices, and imitation of Canaanite worship. They remain supporting historical evidence; Leviticus itself supplies God's covenant judgment. 
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