ROOTED DISCIPLE MINISTRIES | BIBLE BOOK STUDY REFERENCE

EXODUS

Rooted Bible Book Study Reference | Master Process Edition

SERIES PURPOSE

A serious, stand-alone reference that can be scanned quickly or used to launch deep study. Exodus receives substantial space
because it establishes Israel as a redeemed covenant nation, reveals God’s name and presence, gives the Passover and covenant
law, and ends with God dwelling among His people.

SCRIPTURE FIRST

Exodus is treated as the authoritative truth-source. History, archaeology, geography, linguistics, and comparative religion are
supporting evidence only. They can illuminate the setting; they do not sit in judgment over the biblical text.

Genesis ends with Israel’s family in Egypt. Exodus opens generations later with that family multiplied, oppressed, and enslaved. God
remembers His covenant, reveals His name to Moses, judges Egypt, redeems Israel through the Passover and sea crossing, brings the
people to Sinai, binds them to Himself in covenant, and commands a sanctuary so that He may dwell in their midst. The movement is
not merely from slavery to freedom; it is from slavery to worship and from alien rule to the presence of the LORD.

QUICK LOOK | EXODUS ‘

Hebrew title Shemot - “Names,” from the opening words, “These are the
names...”
English title Exodus - “departure” or “going out,” reflecting Israel’s

deliverance from Egypt.

Traditional author Moses; Exodus explicitly records Moses writing covenant and
memorial material (17:14; 24:4; 34:27).

Primary setting Egypt, the route out of Egypt, wilderness regions, and Mount
Sinai/Horeb.

Audience Israel, the covenant people being formed after deliverance from
Egypt.

Primary purpose To recount the LORD’s redemption of Israel, reveal His covenant

identity and holiness, establish His law and worship, and show
His presence dwelling among His people.

Major movements Oppression & call (1-6); plagues & Passover (7-13); sea &
wilderness (14-18); Sinai covenant (19-24); tabernacle
instructions (25-31); golden calf & covenant renewal (32-34);
tabernacle built & glory fills it (35-40).

Key theological question Who is the LORD, and what does it mean for a redeemed people
to belong to Him?
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AUTHORSHIP, COMPOSITION & AUTHORITY

Who Wrote Exodus?

Exodus does not begin with an author’s signature, but it places Moses at the center of the events and explicitly says that he wrote
important portions of the material. Later Scripture repeatedly associates the Torah/Law with Moses. The traditional Jewish and
Christian view therefore receives Moses as the principal human author of Exodus and the Pentateuch, while allowing for limited later
editorial updating where the text itself warrants it.

LEVEL WHAT CAN BE SAID RESPONSIBLY

EXODUS ITSELF Moses is commanded to write a memorial concerning Amalek
(17:14); he writes “all the words of the LORD” in the covenant
setting (24:4); and the LORD commands him to write covenant
words (34:27).

PENTATEUCHAL CONTEXT Moses receives law, records journeys and covenant material,
teaches Israel, and functions as the central prophetic mediator
from Exodus through Deuteronomy.

LATER BIBLICAL WITNESS Joshua, Kings, Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah, the Prophets, Jesus,
and the apostles repeatedly speak of Moses and the Law/Torah in
ways consistent with Mosaic authority.

TRADITIONAL VIEW Moses is the principal human author/compiler of Exodus and the
Pentateuch.
EDITORIAL PRECISION A text can be Mosaic in substance and authority while containing

small explanatory updates by later inspired hands. Such a
possibility should not be exaggerated into a denial of Mosaic
authorship.

RDM POSTURE Begin with the Bible’s own witness. Distinguish explicit
statements from reconstruction, and do not present speculative
source theories as if Scripture required them.

DATE OF WRITING

If Moses wrote Exodus, composition belongs to the wilderness generation after the exodus and before Israel entered Canaan. The
precise BC date depends partly on the debated chronology of the exodus itself. The reference therefore distinguishes the biblical
sequence from proposed absolute dates.

THE BOOK'S ARCHITECTURE

How Exodus Is Built

TEXT SECTION MOVEMENT

1:1-2:25 OPPRESSION & MOSES Israel multiplies; Pharaoh oppresses; male
infants are targeted; Moses is preserved,
raised, exiled, and settled in Midian.

3:1-6:30 CALL & REVELATION God appears at the bush, reveals His
covenant name, commissions Moses and
Aaron, and confronts Moses’ reluctance.

7:1-11:10 PLAGUES The LORD confronts Pharaoh and Egypt
through escalating signs and judgments.
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TEXT

12:1-13:16
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SECTION

PASSOVER & DEPARTURE

MOVEMENT

Passover is instituted; the firstborn are
struck; Israel departs; redemption is
memorialized.

13:17-15:21

SEA CROSSING

God leads Israel, defeats Pharaoh’s army,
and Israel sings the Song of the Sea.

15:22-18:27

WILDERNESS PROVISION

Bitter water, manna, quail, water from
rock, Amalek, and Jethro teach
dependence and ordered community.

19:1-24:18

SINAI COVENANT

Israel is called a treasured possession and
kingdom of priests; Ten Commandments
and covenant laws are given; covenant is
ratified.

25:1-31:18

TABERNACLE INSTRUCTIONS

Sanctuary, ark, furnishings, priesthood,
garments, consecration, incense,
Sabbath, and skilled craftsmanship.

32:1-34:35

GOLDEN CALF & RENEWAL

Israel breaks covenant almost
immediately; Moses intercedes; God
judges, forgives, renews covenant, and
reveals His character.

35:1-40:38

TABERNACLE BUILT

The people give and build as commanded;
priests and furnishings are prepared; the
glory of the LORD fills the tabernacle.

THE BOOKENDS

Exodus begins with Pharaoh trying to control Israel’s bodies and labor. It ends with the glory of the LORD filling the tabernacle. The
true King has redeemed a people from a false master and taken up residence among them.

THEOLOGICAL PROGRESSION

The Big Story: From Bondage to Presence

STAGE HUMAN CONDITION GOD’S ACTION
OPPRESSION Israel groans under slavery and murderous | God hears, remembers His covenant,
policy. sees, and knows (2:23-25).
CALL Moses is reluctant and Israel is powerless. | God reveals Himself as the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and
commissions Moses.
CONFRONTATION Pharaoh refuses to acknowledge the God displays His name and power through
LORD. signs and judgments.

REDEMPTION Death threatens Egypt and Israel requires Passover blood marks the houses; God
God’s provided sign. brings His people out.

DELIVERANCE Israel is trapped between sea and army. The LORD fights for Israel and opens a way

through the sea.
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STAGE HUMAN CONDITION GOD’S ACTION

FORMATION Freed slaves do not yet know how to live as | God gives law, covenant identity, worship,
God’s covenant nation. leadership, and rhythms of holiness.

REBELLION Israel makes the golden calf while God judges, Moses intercedes, and the
covenantis being established. covenantis renewed.

PRESENCE A holy God intends to dwell among a sinful | God provides the tabernacle, priesthood,
people. sacrifices, and ordered worship; His glory

fills the sanctuary.
A KEY EXODUS PATTERN

“Let my people go, that they may serve/worship me” is repeated throughout the confrontation with Pharaoh. Biblical freedom is not

autonomy from every master; Israel is redeemed from Pharaoh in order to belong to and worship the LORD.

HISTORICAL SWEEP

Exodus Timeline

ORDER EVENT TEXT

1 Israel multiplies in Egypt 1

2 New Pharaoh enslaves Israel; infant-killing | 1
policy

8 Moses born, preserved, raised in Pharaoh’s | 2:1-10
household

4 Moses kills Egyptian and flees to Midian 2:11-25

5) Burning bush; Moses commissioned 3-4

6 Moses and Aaron confront Pharaoh 5-6

7 Signs/plagues on Egypt 7-11

8 Passover and death of firstborn 12

9 Departure from Egypt 12-13

10 Sea crossing and destruction of pursuing 14
force

11 Song of Moses and Miriam 15:1-21

12 Wilderness provision and testing 15:22-18:27

13 Arrival at Sinai 19

14 Ten Commandments and covenant laws 20-23

15 Covenant ratified 24

16 Tabernacle/priesthood instructions 25-31
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ORDER EVENT TEXT

17 Golden calf; intercession; covenant 32-34
renewal

18 Tabernacle constructed 35-39

19 Tabernacle erected; glory fills it 40

ABSOLUTE DATES

Two major chronologies are commonly proposed for the exodus: a fifteenth-century BC date often associated with a straightforward
reading of 1 Kings 6:1, and a thirteenth-century BC date often correlated with the place-name Raamses and Ramesside Egypt.
Scripture establishes the sequence and theological meaning of the events; identifying a specific Pharaoh or exact year remains
debated. The Merneptah Stele provides external evidence that a people called Israel was in Canaan by the late thirteenth century BC.

GEOGRAPHY | BROAD ORIENTATION

Where Is the World of Exodus?
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Broad orientation: Egypt, Sinai, Canaan, and the direction of Israel’s movement. Modern labels are included only to help present-day readers orient
themselves.
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GEOGRAPHY | ROUTE & UNCERTAINTY

From Goshen to Sinai
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Study map: named stations and broad movement, with uncertainty shown rather than hidden. The exact sea-crossing and Mount Sinai/Horeb locations
are debated.
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PLACE / REGION

GOSHEN / RAAMSES REGION
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TEXT

1:11; 8:22; 9:26; 12:37

WHY IT MATTERS

Israel’s settlement area in the eastern
Delta; proximity to royal building activity
and departure routes matters.

SUCCOTH / ETHAM

12:37;13:20

Early departure stations; exact modern
identifications remain debated.

SEA CROSSING

13:18-15:21

The Hebrew expression yam suph is
traditionally rendered Red Sea and can be
understood as “Sea of Reeds.” The text’s
theological emphasis is clear even where
modern identification is not.

WILDERNESS OF SHUR/ SIN

15:22;16:1

Regions of scarcity where water and food
crises expose Israel’s dependence.

REPHIDIM

17

Water from the rock, conflict with Amalek,
and leadership strain.

SINAI/HOREB

3:1;19:1-2

Mountain of divine revelation, covenant,
law, and tabernacle instruction. Proposed
modern locations vary.

EGYPT | POLITICS, ECONOMY & DAILY LIFE

The World Israel Left Behind

FEATURE

PHARAOH

EXODUS

A king who fears Israel’s numbers,
commands labor, and claims authority
over life and death.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Egyptian kingship joined political, military,
economic, and religious authority. Pharaoh
represented cosmic and social order and
was closely tied to the gods.

STATE LABOR

Israel is forced into hard service,
brickmaking, and construction.

Egyptian monumental and state projects
depended on organized labor forces.
Ancient scenes and texts attest mudbrick
manufacture, quotas, overseers, and labor
gangs, though they do not identify the
Exodus Israelites.

STORE / ROYAL CITIES

Pithom and Raamses are named (1:11).

Pi-Ramesses became a major Ramesside
royal city, harbor, military base, and trade
center; the biblical place-name is
historically at home in the eastern Delta.

NILE ECONOMY

The Nile is the setting of infant death and
the first plague.

Egyptian agriculture, transport, taxation,
and food security depended heavily on Nile
inundation and irrigation.

FOREIGN POPULATIONS

Israel lives as a distinct people inside
Egypt.

Egypt interacted constantly with
Levantine/Canaanite populations through
migration, trade, diplomacy, warfare, and
forced movement.

WEALTH & GOODS

Israel departs with silver, gold, clothing,
livestock, and mixed company.

Precious metals, textiles, livestock, and
portable goods functioned as real stores of
wealth in the ancient world.
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IMPORTANT LIMIT
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Historical parallels establish that Exodus describes recognizable Egyptian institutions and environments. They do not, by themselves,
identify the unnamed Pharaoh, prove a particular chronology, or replace the Bible’s own testimony.

RELIGIOUS WORLD | EGYPT

Gods, Pharaoh & Sacred Order

Egypt was thoroughly religious. Temples, royal ideology, funerary beliefs, household devotion, festivals, magic, and priesthood were
woven into public and private life. The Egyptians worshiped many deities associated with the sun, Nile, sky, fertility, kingship, death,
protection, animals, and particular cities. Pharaoh’s rule also carried religious meaning. Exodus therefore unfolds in a world where the
LORD’s demand—*“Let my people go, that they may serve me”—directly challenges Egypt’s political and sacred order.

DEITY / IDEA

RA /AMUN-RA

ASSOCIATION

Sun, kingship, major state cults

EXODUS RELEVANCE

Darkness and the LORD’s supremacy
occur in a culture where solar divinity was
central.

HAPI / NILE SACRALITY

Nile inundation and fertility

The Nile is Egypt’s lifeline; its waters
become blood in the first plague.

HATHOR/ APIS / BOVINE IMAGERY

Cattle, fertility, royal and cult symbolism

Bovine imagery helps explain why a calf
image could carry religious force, though
Exodus 32 itself must govern interpretation
of the golden calf.

OSIRIS/ISIS

Death, afterlife, kingship, protection

Egyptian religion invested death and
afterlife with elaborate divine meaning; the
firstborn judgment strikes the heart of
household and dynastic continuity.

HEKA /MAGIC

Ritual power and magical practice

Pharaoh’s magicians imitate some early
signs but reach their limit and
acknowledge “the finger of God” (8:19).

PHARAOH

Royal authority linked to divine order

Exodus presents Pharaoh not as the final
sovereign but as a ruler accountable to the
LORD.

DO THE PLAGUES TARGET SPECIFIC GODS ONE-FOR-ONE?

The plagues unmistakably demonstrate the LORD’s supremacy over Egypt and its gods (12:12; Num. 33:4). Some proposed plague-
to-deity charts are plausible at points but often claim more precision than Exodus states. The safer conclusion is broader and

stronger: the LORD judges Egypt’s entire religious-political order and makes His name known.

EXODUS 1-2
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Oppression, Infanticide & the Birth of Moses

MOVEMENT TEXT SIGNIFICANCE

ISRAEL MULTIPLIES 1:1-7 The language echoes Genesis blessing and
fruitfulness; Pharaoh interprets blessing as
a political threat.

PHARAOH ENSLAVES 1:8-14 Oppression attempts to reverse
multiplication but cannot defeat God’s
promise.

MIDWIVES FEAR GOD 1:15-21 Shiphrah and Puah refuse the king’s
murderous order because they fear God;
God deals well with them.

NILE DECREE 1:22 State policy expands from hidden killing to
public command against Hebrew sons.

MOSES PRESERVED 2:1-10 A Hebrew child is placed in a tevah
(“ark/basket”), drawn from water, and
raised inside Pharaoh’s household.

MOSES FLEES 2:11-22 His attempt to intervene by violence leads
to exile in Midian; he becomes a shepherd
and outsider.

GOD HEARS 2:23-25 Four verbs anchor the transition: God
heard, remembered, saw, and knew.

THE IRONY

Pharaoh commands Hebrew sons to be thrown into the Nile; the Nile becomes the means by which Moses is preserved. Pharaoh’s

daughter pays Moses’ own mother to nurse him, and the future deliverer is raised in the household of the ruler who sought his death.

EXODUS 3-6

The Burning Bush & the Name of God

At Horeb/Sinai, God reveals Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and commissions Moses to return to Egypt. The scene
joins holiness, covenant faithfulness, divine compassion, and mission. God is not responding to a crisis He has just discovered; He

acts in faithfulness to promises already made in Genesis.

TEXT REVELATION STUDY SIGNIFICANCE
3:2-6 The angel of the LORD appears in flame; Holiness is not a magical property of the
the place is holy because God is present. mountain; God’s presence makes the
ground holy.
3:7-10 “l have surely seen... heard... know... Divine compassion leads to divine action
come down to deliver.” and human commissioning.
3:13-15 “I AM WHO | AM”; YHWH, the God of the God reveals His covenant name and self-
fathers. existence/faithful identity; the name is
linked to His enduring remembrance.
4:1-17 Signs, objections, Aaron appointed as Moses’ weakness does not cancel God’s
spokesman. call; God supplies what is needed.
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TEXT REVELATION STUDY SIGNIFICANCE

5:1-23 Pharaoh increases labor. Obedience can initially intensify conflict;
deliverance is not measured by immediate
ease.

6:2-8 Repeated “I will” promises. The LORD grounds hope in His own

identity, covenant, and action.

YHWH / “l AM”

The four Hebrew consonants YHWH are often called the Tetragrammaton. English Bibles commonly render the divine name as LORD
in small capitals. Exodus 3 connects the name with the Hebrew verb “to be,” but the passage does more than provide an etymology:

God identifies Himself as the living, self-consistent covenant God who will be with Moses and act faithfully for His people.

EXODUS 7-11

The Plagues: Judgment, Revelation & Hardening

PLAGUE TEXT ESCALATION / EMPHASIS

1. Water to blood 7:14-25 Nile struck; fish die; water becomes
unusable.

2. Frogs 8:1-15 Frogs invade land and houses; Pharaoh
asks for relief then hardens.

3. Gnats/ lice 8:16-19 Magicians fail and say, “This is the finger of
God.”

4. Flies / swarms 8:20-32 Goshen is distinguished; the LORD makes
a division between His people and Egypt.

5. Livestock disease 9:1-7 Egyptian livestock struck while Israel’s are
spared.

6. Boils 9:8-12 Magicians cannot stand before Moses.

7. Hail 9:13-35 Warning permits even Egyptians who fear
the word of the LORD to shelter
servants/livestock.

8. Locusts 10:1-20 Remaining crops consumed; officials
pressure Pharaoh.

9. Darkness 10:21-29 Thick darkness over Egypt; Israel has light.

10. Firstborn 11-12 Climactic judgment; Passover provision

distinguishes households under the sign
God commands.

WHY THE PLAGUES?

Exodus repeatedly gives the purpose: that Pharaoh, Egypt, Israel, and future generations may know that the LORD is God, that His
name may be proclaimed, and that there is none like Him (7:5,17; 8:10,22; 9:14-16,29; 10:1-2; 14:4,18). The plagues are not random

wonders; they are revelatory judgments.
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DIFFICULT CONCEPT | PHARAOH

Who Hardened Pharaoh’s Heart?

Exodus uses several expressions: Pharaoh’s heart is hard/heavy; Pharaoh hardens his own heart; and the LORD hardens Pharaoh’s
heart. The text does not treat these as mutually exclusive. Pharaoh repeatedly resists clear revelation and breaks promises, while God
sovereignly confirms and uses that rebellion to display His power and make His name known.

OBSERVATION EXAMPLES WHAT NOT TO LOSE

Pharaoh’s disposition is described as hard | 7:13-14,22; 8:15,19,32; 9:7 Pharaoh is not portrayed as morally

before some explicit divine hardening neutral or eager to obey.

statements.

Pharaoh actively hardens his heart. 8:15,32;9:34 Human responsibility is explicit.

The LORD hardens Pharaoh’s heart. 9:12;10:1,20,27; 11:10; 14:8 God’s sovereignty over the confrontation is
explicit.

Purpose is revealed. 9:16;10:1-2; 14:4,17-18 God displays His power, makes His name
known, and ensures the event will be told
to later generations.

REFERENCE POSTURE

Do not flatten the passage into a slogan. Exodus intentionally places divine sovereignty and Pharaoh’s culpable resistance together.
Later Scripture, especially Romans 9, treats the episode as a major example of God’s sovereign freedom and purpose.

EXODUS 12-13

Passover: Redemption Remembered

ELEMENT TEXT MEANING IN EXODUS

LAMB / FLOCK ANIMAL 12:3-6 A household animal without blemish is
selected and killed at the appointed time.

BLOOD 12:7,13,22-23 Placed on doorposts/lintel as the sign God
appoints; “when | see the blood, | will pass
overyou.”

MEAL 12:8-11 Roasted meat, unleavened bread, bitter

herbs; eaten ready to depart.

JUDGMENT 12:12,29-30 The LORD strikes Egypt’s firstborn and
executes judgments on Egypt’s gods.

MEMORIAL 12:14,24-27 The event is to be remembered and
explained to children.

UNLEAVENED BREAD 12:15-20; 13:3-10 A seven-day observance memorializes the
haste and reality of deliverance.

FIRSTBORN 13:1-16 Israel’s firstborn belong to the LORD;
redemption is remembered in family
practice.
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ELEMENT MEANING IN EXODUS

CALENDAR 12:2 Redemption reshapes Israel’s sacred time.

CANONICAL ECHO

The New Testament deliberately uses Passover language for Jesus: John identifies Him as the Lamb of God; Paul says “Christ, our
Passover lamb, has been sacrificed” (1 Cor. 5:7); the Gospels place His death in Passover context. These later texts do not erase
Exodus—they depend on understanding the original deliverance first.

EXODUS 14-15

The Sea: Salvation, Judgment & Song

Israel leaves Egypt but is pursued by Pharaoh. Trapped between the sea and the army, the people fear and complain. Moses tells them
to stand firm and see the salvation of the LORD. God parts the waters, Israel crosses, the pursuing force is overwhelmed, and the event
becomes one of Scripture’s defining pictures of redemption.

TEXT MOVEMENT THEOLOGICAL WEIGHT

14:1-9 Pharaoh pursues The final confrontation is drawn by God
into a setting where Egypt’s military power
cannot claim the victory.

14:10-14 Israel fears “The LORD will fight for you.” Deliverance
rests on God’s action, not Israel’s military
strength.

14:15-22 Sea divided A path opens through the waters; wind, dry
ground, and divided waters echo creation
imagery.

14:23-31 Egypt defeated The same route that saves Israel becomes
judgment on the pursuers.

15:1-18 Song of Moses Israel interprets the event in worship: the
LORD is warrior, Savior, incomparable in
holiness, steadfastin love, and King.

15:20-21 Miriam and women The community answers in song and
remembrance.

YAM SUPH

The Hebrew phrase yam suph is traditionally translated “Red Sea” and can be rendered “Sea of Reeds.” The exact modern crossing
pointis uncertain. Exodus itself is unambiguous about the event’s meaning: God made a way through the waters, saved Israel, and
destroyed the pursuing Egyptian force.

EXODUS 15-18
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The Wilderness School

CRISIS TEXT WHAT IS LEARNED

BITTER WATER 15:22-27 The people grumble; God provides and
tests; Marah is followed by Elim.

FOOD 16 Manna and quail teach daily dependence,
limits on hoarding, and Sabbath rhythm.

WATER 17:1-7 At Massah/Meribah the people test the
LORD; God provides water from the rock.

AMALEK 17:8-16 Israel fights while Moses intercedes;
victory is attributed to the LORD.

LEADERSHIP LOAD 18 Jethro recognizes God’s greatness and
counsels delegated judging/leadership
under Moses.

Manna

Israel asks “What s it?” (Hebrew man hu?), giving the food its familiar name. Exodus describes it as fine/flakelike, white like
coriander seed, and tasting like wafers with honey. The point is not culinary curiosity but daily dependence: Israel cannot store up
independence from the Giver.

EXODUS 19-20

Sinai: A Redeemed People Meets the Holy God

God brings Israel to Himself before giving the commandments. Exodus 19:4-6 is therefore crucial: obedience is not presented as the
price by which Israel purchases rescue from Egypt. Redemption has already occurred. The law instructs a redeemed people how to live
as the LORD’s covenant possession.

IDENTITY TEXT MEANING
“l bore you on eagles’ wings” 19:4 God begins with what He has done.
“Brought you to myself” 19:4 The goal of exodus is relationship with

God, not mere relocation.

“Treasured possession” 19:5 Israel belongs specially to the LORD while
all the earth remains His.

“Kingdom of priests” 19:6 Israel has a representative, worshiping,
mediating vocation among the nations.

“Holy nation” 19:6 Israel is set apart for the LORD’s character
and purposes.

Mountain boundaries 19:10-25 God’s holiness is life-giving but not casual;
access is ordered by His command.

GRACE BEFORE LAW

The Ten Commandments begin, “l am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery”
(20:2). The commands rest on prior redemption and covenant relationship.
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EXODUS 20

The Ten Commandments

# COMMAND COVENANT FOCUS
1 No other gods before Me Exclusive allegiance to the LORD.
2 No carved image / idol worship God determines how He is worshiped; no

created representation may replace or
domesticate Him.

8 Do not bear/misuse the LORD’s name God’s covenant name must not be carried
falsely, emptily, or dishonorably.

4 Remember the Sabbath day Time itself acknowledges God’s rule,
creation pattern, and Israel’s covenant
identity.

5 Honor father and mother Covenant faithfulness reaches family

authority and generational continuity.

6 Do not murder Human life is protected under God’s
authority.
7 Do not commit adultery Marriage covenant and sexual faithfulness

are protected.

8 Do not steal Property and neighborly integrity matter
before God.

9 Do not bear false witness Truth and justice require faithful
testimony.

10 Do not covet God’s claim reaches inward desire, not

merely visible behavior.

THE FIRST TWO COMMANDMENTS

The opening commands directly confront the polytheistic world Israel has just left and the idolatrous cultures it will encounter. The
LORD does not accept a place within a pantheon. Israel is to worship Him alone and not reduce Him to an image.

EXODUS 20-23

The Book of the Covenant: What the Law Regulates

The laws following the Ten Commandments apply covenant principles to ordinary Israelite life. They are not a modern statute book
arranged by topic. They address cases involving servants, violence, injury, property, restitution, sexual wrongdoing, sorcery, idolatry,
care for vulnerable people, lending, courts, Sabbath rhythms, festivals, and worship.

EXAMPLES COVENANT CONCERN
SERVITUDE / DEBT 21:1-11 Limits, release, household responsibility,
and protection within an ancient economic
institution.
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AREA EXAMPLES COVENANT CONCERN

VIOLENCE / INJURY 21:12-36 Distinguishes intentional killing,
accidental harm, negligence, assault, and
liability.

PROPERTY / RESTITUTION 22:1-15 Theft and damage require restitution;
responsibility depends on circumstances.

SEXUAL / RELIGIOUS OFFENSES 22:16-20 Family integrity and exclusive worship are
treated seriously.

VULNERABLE PEOPLE 22:21-27 Sojourner, widow, orphan, and poor debtor
receive explicit protection; Israel must
remember its own oppression.

JUSTICE 23:1-9 No false reports, mob distortion, partiality,
bribery, or oppression of the sojourner.

SABBATH / FESTIVALS 23:10-19 Land, laborers, animals, and community

time are ordered around dependence on
God and worship.

“EYE FOR EYE”

Exodus 21:23-25 sets a principle of proportional justice: punishment/restitution must correspond to harm rather than escalate into
unlimited vengeance. The phrase functions as a limit on retaliation, not permission for personal revenge.

DIFFICULT CONCEPT | SERVITUDE

Slavery, Servitude & Exodus Law

Exodus begins by condemning Pharaoh’s brutal enslavement of Israel and later regulates forms of servitude within Israel’s ancient
economy. The English word “slave” can cover very different institutions, so careful distinctions are necessary. Hebrew servitude could
arise through poverty/debt and could be time-limited for Israelites; kidnapping a person for sale is a capital offense (21:16). At the same
time, the laws belong to an ancient social world and should not be sanitized into modern employment.

TEXT OBSERVATION WHY IT MATTERS
21:2-6 A Hebrew servant normally goes free in the | Israelite debt-servitude is not
seventh year. automatically lifelong chattel slavery.
21:7-11 A female servantin a marriage/household | The law restrains household power rather
arrangement receives specified than leaving the vulnerable without
protections and release if obligations are recourse.
denied.
21:16 Kidnapping and selling/possessing the Man-stealing is explicitly condemned.

kidnapped person is punishable by death.

21:20-21,26-27

Masters are accountable for violence;
permanent injury can resultin freedom.

The servantis not treated as outside legal
protection.

22:21; 23:9

Israel must not oppress the sojourner
because Israel knew oppression in Egypt.

The exodus becomes an ethical memory
shaping treatment of vulnerable people.

STUDY DISCIPLINE
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Do not import nineteenth-century American racial chattel slavery wholesale into every biblical use of “slave,” and do not pretend
ancient servitude was simply a modern job contract. Read the actual legal categories, protections, economic realities, and canonical
development.

EXODUS 24

Covenant Ratification
MOVEMENT 1194 SIGNIFICANCE

WORDS WRITTEN 24:3-4 Moses records the LORD’s words; Israel
responds with pledged obedience.

ALTAR & TWELVE PILLARS 24:4 The covenant ceremony represents the
LORD and the twelve tribes.

SACRIFICES 24:5 Burnt offerings and peace offerings
accompany covenant worship.

BLOOD 24:6-8 Blood is applied to altar and people;
Moses declares “the blood of the
covenant.”

COVENANT MEAL 24:9-11 Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy

elders behold God in a protected
manifestation and eat and drink.

MOSES ASCENDS 24:12-18 Moses enters the cloud to receive further
instruction; glory covers the mountain.

BIBLICAL ECHO

Jesus uses “blood of the covenant” language at the Last Supper, and Hebrews 9 reflects extensively on Exodus 24. The New
Testament connection is strongest when the original Sinai covenant ceremony is first understood on its own terms.

EXODUS 25-31; 35-40

The Tabernacle: God Dwelling Among His People

Nearly one-third of Exodus concerns the sanctuary and its construction. That amount of space tells the reader that the goal of
redemption is not simply escape from Egypt. God intends to dwell among His people, and access to His holy presence must be ordered
according to His revelation.

ZONE / OBJECT FUNCTION THEOLOGICAL EMPHASIS

COURTYARD Outer area containing bronze altar and Sacrifice and cleansing stand between
basin ordinary camp life and priestly approach.

BRONZE ALTAR Place of burnt sacrifices Approach to the holy God involves

atonement and consecrated worship.

BASIN Priestly washing Those who serve at the sanctuary must
wash as commanded.

HOLY PLACE Lampstand, bread table, incense altar Ongoing priestly service before the LORD.
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LAMPSTAND
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FUNCTION

Seven-branched menorah

THEOLOGICAL EMPHASIS

Light within the sanctuary; crafted as
commanded.

TABLE / BREAD OF PRESENCE

Bread continually before the LORD

Covenant presence and continual
provision/worship.

INCENSE ALTAR Incense before the veil Regular fragrant service associated with
priestly ministry.

MOST HOLY PLACE Inner chamber Restricted center of divine presence.

ARK/MERCY SEAT Covenant chest and cover with cherubim God promises to meet with Moses there
and speak His commands (25:22).

EDEN ECHO

Cherubim, precious materials, eastward access, lamp/tree-like imagery, priestly “serve/guard” themes, and God’s dwelling
presence create meaningful connections with Eden. The tabernacle is not Eden restored in full, but it signals God’s purpose to dwell

with humanity despite sin.

PRIESTHOOD | EXODUS 28-29

Aaron, Priests & Consecration

FEATURE TEXT PURPOSE

AARON & SONS 28:1 Set apart to serve as priests.

HOLY GARMENTS 28 Garments for glory and beauty mark
sacred office rather than ordinary status.

EPHOD / STONES 28:6-14 Names of Israel’s tribes are borne before
the LORD.

BREASTPIECE 28:15-30 Twelve stones represent the tribes; Urim
and Thummim are associated with priestly
judgment/decision.

TURBAN PLATE 28:36-38 “Holy to the LORD” emphasizes
consecration.

CONSECRATION 29 Washing, clothing, anointing, sacrifices,
blood application, and ordination meal set
priests apart.

DAILY OFFERINGS 29:38-46 Regular worship is tied to God’s promise:

“l will dwell among the people of Israel and
will be their God.”

WHY PRIESTS?

Exodus 19 calls Israel a kingdom of priests, yet Exodus also establishes a specific Aaronic priesthood for sanctuary service. The
whole nation has a holy vocation, while appointed priests carry specialized responsibilities in approaching and serving at the

sanctuary.
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Patterns Established in Exodus
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PRACTICE EXODUS FOUNDATION DEVELOPMENT

PASSOVER 12-13 Annual memorial of redemption;
developed further in Leviticus 23 and
Deuteronomy 16.

BURNT / PEACE OFFERINGS 20:24; 24:5; 29 Sacrificial worship appears before
Leviticus gives the fuller offering system.

DAILY OFFERING 29:38-42 Morning/evening rhythm at the sanctuary.

INCENSE 30:1-10,34-38 Sacred incense is prepared and offered
according to God’s command.

PRIESTLY WASHING 30:17-21 Basin washing guards sanctuary service.

SABBATH

16;20:8-11; 23:12; 31:12-17; 35:1-3

Sabbath is woven into manna, Decalogue,
covenant sign, and even tabernacle
construction.

ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE FESTIVALS

23:14-17

Unleavened Bread, Harvest/Weeks, and
Ingathering anticipate Israel’s worship
calendar in the land.

IMPORTANT CONNECTION

Exodus establishes the sanctuary, priesthood, and foundational sacrificial/worship patterns; Leviticus then explains in much greater
detail how a holy God can dwell among a sinful covenant people.

EXODUS 32-34

The Golden Calf: Covenant Broken Almost Immediately

MOVEMENT TEXT SIGNIFICANCE

DELAY & DEMAND 32:1 The people demand gods/a visible leader
when Moses seems absent.

CALF MADE 32:2-6 Aaron fashions a calf; the people identify it
with the deliverance from Egypt and hold a
feast.

DIVINE ANGER 32:7-10 Idolatry is covenant treason, not a
harmless alternative worship style.

MOSES INTERCEDES 32:11-14 Moses appeals to God’s name, promises,
and reputation among the nations.

TABLETS BROKEN 32:15-20 The physical breaking dramatizes the
covenant breach.

JUDGMENT 32:25-35 The sin has communal consequences;

Moses continues to intercede.
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MOVEMENT TEXT SIGNIFICANCE

PRESENCE CRISIS &8 The central question becomes whether
God’s presence will go with Israel.

NAME / CHARACTER 34:5-7 The LORD proclaims Himself merciful,
gracious, slow to anger, abounding in
steadfast love and faithfulness, forgiving
yet just.

COVENANT RENEWED 34:10-28 Exclusive worship and covenant
obligations are reaffirmed.

MOSES’ FACE 34:29-35 Moses reflects the radiance of having
spoken with the LORD.

THE HEART OF EXODUS

Exodus 34:6-7 becomes one of the Old Testament’s most frequently echoed descriptions of God. Israel’s hope after the calf rests not
in pretending the sin was small, but in who the LORD truly is: merciful and gracious, faithful and forgiving, yet never morally
indifferent to guilt.

FALSE WORSHIP | PRACTICES & SERIOUSNESS

Why Idolatry Is Treated So Seriously

The first two commandments prohibit rival gods and images, and the golden calf shows how quickly Israel can import visible, culturally
familiar worship into its relationship with the LORD. Later Old Testament history demonstrates that idolatry is rarely “just” a statue. It
can reshape sexual ethics, political alliances, economics, divination, sacrifice, and even the treatment of children. Exodus begins the
covenant vocabulary for understanding why such practices are spiritual treason.

PRACTICE EXODUS / PENTATEUCHAL SIGNAL WHY IT MATTERS

RIVAL GODS 20:3; 23:13,24,32-33 Israel must not share covenant allegiance
with surrounding deities.

CULT IMAGES 20:4-6; 32 Images can attempt to localize, represent,
or control deity; Israel is forbidden to
worship the LORD through an idol.

MAGIC / SORCERY 7-8;22:18 Egyptian ritual specialists appear in the
confrontation; Israel is not to build
covenant life on occult manipulation.

SACRIFICE TO OTHER GODS 22:20 Exclusive sacrifice belongs to the LORD.

COVENANTS WITH IDOLATROUS 23:23-33; 34:12-17 Religious compromise is tied to social and

CULTURES political entanglement.

CHILD SACRIFICE/ MOLECH Not an Exodus command; explicitly The Master Process keeps the broader
condemned laterin Lev. 18:21; 20:2-5 religious world in view without pretending

every later Canaanite practice is described
in Exodus itself.

SCRIPTURE FIRST
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Comparative religion can explain why calves, sacred animals, temples, magic, and divine kingship were culturally intelligible.
Scripture determines the moral and theological judgment: the LORD alone is God and alone is worthy of Israel’s worship.

LANGUAGE & MINI WORD STUDIES

Key Hebrew Words & Concepts

WORD

SHEM / SHEMOT

SENSE

name /names

KEY TEXTS

1:1; 3:13-15

SIGNIFICANCE

The Hebrew title “Names”
becomes striking in a book
where God makes His name
known.

YHWH

the LORD, covenant divine
name

3:15;6:2-8

God identifies Himself as the
covenant God who acts
faithfully.

EHYEH

| AM /I WILL BE

Related to the verb “to be”;
linked to God’s presence and
identity.

AVAD

serve / work / worship

1:13-14; 3:12; 7:16

The same broad root helps
frame the movement from
forced service under Pharaoh to
service/worship of the LORD.

PESACH

Passover

12

Names the memorial feast and
God'’s protective passing over
of marked houses.

GAAL

redeem

6:6; 15:13

Deliverance language
associated with
reclaiming/rescuing one’s own.

KAVOD

glory / weight

16:7,10; 24:16-17; 40:34-35

God’s manifest glory appears in
wilderness, Sinai, and
tabernacle.

QADOSH

holy

3:5; 19:6; 28:36

Set apart to God; holiness
belongs first to God and then
shapes people, space, objects,
and service.

MISHPATIM

judgments / ordinances

Case laws applying covenant
justice to concrete life.

MISHKAN

tabernacle / dwelling

25:9;40:34

The sanctuary is God’s
appointed dwelling among
Israel.

KAPPORET

atonement cover / mercy seat

25:17-22

Cover of the ark where God
promises to meet with Moses;
later central to Day of
Atonement.

SHABBAT

Sabbath

16; 20; 31; 35

Rest rhythm tied to creation,
covenantidentity, provision,
and worship.
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WORD-STUDY DISCIPLINE

A word’s root or range can illuminate a passage, but context decides meaning. Do not build theology on a clever English sound-alike
or assume every occurrence carries every possible sense.

DIFFICULT QUESTIONS

Questions Exodus Raises

QUESTION REFERENCE APPROACH

Who was the Pharaoh of the exodus? Exodus does not name him. Proposed identifications depend on
chronology and reconstruction. State proposals as proposals.

When did the exodus occur? A fifteenth-century BC model and a thirteenth-century BC model
are the major scholarly options. Biblical chronology and external
synchronisms are weighed differently.

Where exactly did Israel cross the sea? The text gives real place-names but not enough modern
coordinates for certainty. Multiple locations have been proposed.

Where is Mount Sinai? Traditional and alternative locations exist. Exodus identifies the
theological event more clearly than a modern GPS point.

How many Israelites left Egypt? The Hebrew eleph can mean “thousand” and in some contexts a
clan/unit. The traditional reading yields a very large population;
alternative numerical proposals exist. The text unmistakably
portrays a numerous people delivered by God.

Did God deceive Pharaoh by asking for a three-day journey? The request for wilderness worship is genuine, while the broader
divine purpose of liberation is also stated. Pharaoh’s refusal
exposes his claim to own the people.

Why did God seek to kill Moses in 4:24-267 The brief episode is difficult; circumcision and covenant
obedience are central. Zipporah’s action averts judgment. Details
of pronouns and precise offense are debated.

What does “borrow” from the Egyptians mean? The Hebrew verb can mean ask/request. Exodus depicts
Egyptians giving valuables to the departing Israelites, not a secret
promise to return them.

Did every plague correspond to a named Egyptian god? Exodus says God executes judgments on Egypt’s gods, but it
does not provide a one-to-one deity chart. Broad theological
judgment is certain; detailed correlations vary.

Why are there laws about servants after Israel was freed from Exodus condemns oppressive enslavement and regulates
slavery? ancient forms of servitude. The legal distinctions must be read
carefully rather than collapsed into one modern category.

ARCHAEOLOGY & SUPPORTING HISTORY
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What External Evidence Can Add

AREA

EASTERN DELTA

USEFUL EVIDENCE

Archaeology shows long-standing
settlement, royal building, military, trade,
and Levantine connections in the Delta.

RESPONSIBLE CONCLUSION

Exodus’ setting belongs to a historically
plausible Egyptian-Levantine border world;
archaeology does not label a layer “the
Exodus.”

PI-RAMESSES / RAAMSES

Ramesside royal-city remains and
inscriptions show a major city whose
name is reflected in biblical Raamses.

The place-name is real and historically
meaningful; whether it reflects the event’s
date or a later updated geographic name is
debated.

BRICKMAKING

Egyptian art/texts attest mudbrick
manufacture, organized labor, and
overseers.

The labor conditions described in Exodus
fit known Egyptian practices without
identifying the Israelites directly.

SEMITIC / LEVANTINE PEOPLE IN EGYPT

Texts, art, burials, and settlements show
repeated presence of people from the
Levantin Egypt.

Movement between Canaan and Egypt
was normal across long periods; this
supports context, not a unique proof of the
Exodus event.

MERNEPTAH STELE

Late thirteenth-century BC Egyptian
inscription names Israel in Canaan.

External evidence establishes that a
people called Israel was presentin
Canaan by that time.

SINAI/ ROUTE

Archaeology and geography illuminate
roads, mining zones, oases, and
wilderness travel.

Exact route and mountain identifications
remain disputed; absence of a securely
identified campsite is not permission to
rewrite the text.

RDM EVIDENCE HIERARCHY

Archaeology is strongest when it clarifies places, institutions, technologies, and cultural practices. It becomes weaker when asked to

identify unnamed biblical individuals or settle debates that the surviving evidence cannot settle. Scripture remains the controlling

source.

EXODUS ACROSS THE CANON

Biblical Echo

EXODUS

1-2

LATER SCRIPTURE

Matt. 2

CONNECTION

A threatened child, murderous ruler, Egypt,
and deliverance language contribute to
Matthew’s presentation of Jesus
recapitulating Israel’s story.

3:6

Matt. 22:31-32

Jesus cites God’s self-identification as the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in
teaching resurrection.

3:14-15

John 8:58 and broader Johannine “l am”
language

John’s Christology resonates with divine-
name themes; individual sayings must be
interpreted in their own contexts.
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EXODUS LATER SCRIPTURE CONNECTION

12 Gospels; 1 Cor. 5:7; 1 Pet. 1:18-19 Passover becomes a major framework for
understanding Christ’s sacrificial death
and redemption.

14 1 Cor. 10:1-2; Heb. 11:29 Sea crossing becomes a defining salvation
event and a warning/example for later
believers.

16 John 6 Manna provides background for Jesus’

bread-of-life teaching.

17:1-7 1Cor.10:4 Paul reads the wilderness provision
christologically.

19:5-6 1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6 Treasure/kingdom-priest/holy-nation
language is applied to the redeemed
people of God.

20 Matt. 5; 19; Rom. 13; James 2 The commandments remain central to
biblical moral reflection, interpreted within
the fulfillment brought by Christ.

24:8 Matt. 26:28; Heb. 9 “Blood of the covenant” becomes
foundational for New Covenant
interpretation.

25-40 John 1:14; Heb. 8-9; Rev. 21:3 Tabernacle/dwelling imagery culminates in
God dwelling with His people through
Christ and finally in the new creation.

32-34 2Cor.3 Paul reflects on Moses’ veiled, shining face
and the glory of New Covenant ministry.

34:6-7 Num. 14; Neh. 9; Ps. 86,103,145; Joel 2; God’s self-proclamation becomes a
Jonah 4 recurring biblical confession of His
character.

FOUNDATIONS ESTABLISHED IN EXODUS

Major Theological Themes

THEME EXODUS’ CONTRIBUTION

GOD’S NAME The LORD makes His covenant identity known and acts so His
name will be known in Israel, Egypt, and the earth.

COVENANT FAITHFULNESS Deliverance flows from God remembering His promises to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

REDEMPTION God rescues an enslaved people who cannot free themselves
and claims them as His own.

JUDGMENT God judges Pharaoh, Egypt, false gods, and later Israel’s own
idolatry; no nation is above His moral rule.

PASSOVER / SUBSTITUTION God provides a commanded sign involving sacrificial blood so
judgment passes over marked households.
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THEME EXODUS’ CONTRIBUTION

HOLINESS God’s presence is good and dangerous to sin; boundaries,
priesthood, cleansing, and worship matter.

LAW God’s commands form a redeemed people in worship, justice,
family, property, truth, sexuality, mercy, and time.

WORSHIP The repeated goal of deliverance is service/worship of the LORD.

MEDIATION Moses stands between God and people; priests are appointed for

sanctuary service.

INTERCESSION

Moses’ prayers after the calf show the importance of God-
appointed mediation and appeal to God’s promises/character.

PRESENCE The climax is the LORD dwelling in the tabernacle, guiding Israel
by cloud and fire.
MEMORY Passover, Unleavened Bread, firstborn practices, Sabbath,

songs, and teaching children keep redemption from becoming
forgotten history.

WHO DRIVES THE NARRATIVE?

Key People

PERSON / GROUP ROLE WATCH FOR
THE LORD Covenant God, Redeemer, Judge, His name, promises, holiness, power,
Lawgiver, Dwelling King mercy, justice, presence, and glory drive
the book.

MOSES Deliverer, prophet, mediator, intercessor Reluctance, obedience, confrontation with
Pharaoh, Sinai mediation, intercession,
reflected glory.

AARON Spokesman and first high priest Assists Moses, performs signs, later
participates disastrously in golden calf, yet
is still consecrated priest.

MIRIAM Moses’ sister and prophetess Helps preserve Moses as infant; leads

women in song after the sea.

SHIPHRAH & PUAH

Hebrew midwives

Fear God rather than Pharaoh; quiet
courage frustrates state-sponsored death.

PHARAOH

Egyptian ruler / antagonist Fear, control, refusal, hardening, false

claims of sovereignty, final defeat.

PHARAOH’S DAUGHTER

Royal woman who rescues Moses Acts compassionately against the logic of

her father’s decree.

ZIPPORAH Moses’ Midianite wife Centralin the difficult circumcision
episode; family link to Midian.
JETHRO Priest of Midian / Moses’ father-in-law Recognizes the LORD’s greatness and

gives practical leadership counsel.
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PERSON / GROUP ROLE WATCH FOR

JOSHUA Military leader / Moses’ assistant Appears against Amalek and later
accompanies Moses toward Sinai.

BEZALEL & OHOLIAB Spirit-equipped craftsmen God gives skill, intelligence, knowledge,
and craftsmanship for sanctuary work.

ISRAEL Redeemed covenant people Suffers, cries out, believes, fears, sings,
grumbles, covenants, rebels, gives, builds,
and lives under God’s presence.

CARRY EXODUS WITH YOU

Key & Suggested Memory Passages

PASSAGE MEMORY FOCUS

2:24-25 God hears, remembers, sees, and knows.

3:14-15 God’s revealed name and covenant identity.

6:6-8 The LORD’s repeated “l will” promises of redemption and
covenant.

12:13 Passover sign: “when | see the blood, | will pass over you.”

14:13-14 Stand firm; the LORD fights for His people.

15:2 The LORD as strength, song, and salvation.

15:11 God incomparable in holiness and wonders.

19:4-6 Treasured possession, kingdom of priests, holy nation.

20:2-3 Redemption precedes exclusive allegiance.

20:12 Honor father and mother.

23:2 Do not follow a crowd into wrongdoing / distortion of justice.

33:14-16 God’s presence as the defining distinction of His people.

34:6-7 The LORD'’s self-proclamation: mercy, grace, patience, steadfast
love, faithfulness, forgiveness, justice.

40:34-38 The glory of the LORD fills and guides from the tabernacle.

A STUDY METHOD

Observation - Interpretation - Application

EXODUS PRACTICE

OBSERVATION What does the text actually say? Mark repeated phrases such as “l am the
LORD,” “let my people go,” “that you may
know,” “as the LORD commanded Moses,”
grumbling, glory, covenant, Sabbath, and
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STEP ASK EXODUS PRACTICE

dwelling. Track who hardens hearts, who
speaks, and how Israel responds.

INTERPRETATION What did this mean in Exodus and the Locate each passage within redemption ->
Pentateuch? covenant -> presence. Read Egyptian
background as context, not controller. Use
Genesis for covenant promises and
Leviticus/Numbers/Deuteronomy for later
development.

APPLICATION What faithful response follows? Ask what the passage reveals about God’s
character, false masters, worship,
obedience after redemption, justice,
leadership, memory, holiness,
intercession, and dependence on God’s
presence.

EXAMPLE: EXODUS 19:4-6

Observation: God first recounts what He did to Egypt and how He brought Israel to Himself, then calls for covenant obedience.
Interpretation: Israel’s obedience is the response of a redeemed people, not the purchase price of redemption. Application: biblical
obedience flows from belonging to the God who saves; grace does not eliminate holiness but establishes its proper foundation.

SERIOUS STUDY PATHS

Study Exodus for Yourself

PATH ASSIGNMENT

Name of God Trace “l am the LORD,” YHWH, “know,” and “name” through
chapters 3-15.

Pharaoh’s heart Make three columns: heart described as hard, Pharaoh hardens,
LORD hardens. Record each verse in sequence.

Purpose of plagues Mark every “that you/they may know,” “for this purpose,” and
“tell your son” statement.

Passover Read Exodus 12-13, then compare Deut. 16, Gospel Passion
narratives, 1 Cor. 5, and 1 Pet. 1.

Sea crossing Read Exodus 14-15 together. Note how chapter 15 interprets
chapter 14 theologically.

Grumbling Trace complaintsin 14-17. What does each crisis reveal about
memory, fear, and dependence?

Sabbath Trace Sabbath in chapters 16, 20, 23, 31, and 35. Why does it
appear in so many contexts?

Covenantidentity Study 19:3-6 and compare 1 Peter 2:9-10.

Ten Commandments For each command, identify what it protects and what positive
covenant loyalty it implies.
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PATH ASSIGNMENT

Justice for vulnerable people Trace sojourner, widow, orphan, poor, debtor, servant, and
enemyin 21-23.

Presence Trace “with you,” cloud, glory, tent/tabernacle, and dwelling from
chapters 3 through 40.
Tabernacle Sketch courtyard, Holy Place, Most Holy Place, and major

furnishings from chapters 25-30; then compare chapters 35-40.

“As the LORD commanded” Mark the phrase in chapters 39-40. Contrast careful obedience
there with the self-directed worship of chapter 32.

Moses as intercessor Compare 32:11-14, 32:30-35, and 33:12-17. What does Moses
appeal to?

God’s character Memorize 34:6-7 and trace its echoes in the rest of the Old
Testament.

Exodus in the New Testament Trace Passover, manna, water/rock, Sinai, covenant blood,

priesthood/tabernacle, and Moses through John, 1 Corinthians,
Hebrews, and Revelation.

TRANSPARENT HIERARCHY

Research & Source Notes

LEVEL SOURCES / USE

1 - PRIMARY Exodus itself; Genesis-Deuteronomy; Joshua; Psalms; Prophets;
Gospels; Acts; Romans; 1 Corinthians; Hebrews; 1 Peter;
Revelation. Scripture controls the interpretation.

2 - ANCIENT CONTEXT Egyptian texts, inscriptions, art, administrative evidence, and
material culture used to clarify kingship, labor, religion, royal
cities, trade, and everyday life.

3 - MUSEUM /ARCHAEOLOGY Metropolitan Museum of Art and comparable museum/scholarly
resources on Ramesside Pi-Ramesses, New Kingdom Egypt,
Levant-Egypt interaction, and ancient material culture.

4 - HISTORICAL SYNCHRONISMS Merneptah Stele and Egyptian chronology used as external
chronological anchors while recognizing limits and debates.

5-SCHOLARLY COMMENTARY Evangelical and broader academic resources used to identify
interpretive options, linguistic questions, chronology debates,
and archaeological cautions.

6 - RDM EDITORIAL RULE When external reconstructions conflict or remain uncertain, state
the uncertainty. Do not elevate a proposed Pharaoh, route,
mountain, plague-deity correlation, or chronology to the level of
the biblical text.

SELECTED RESEARCH OBSERVATIONS

Ramesside Pi-Ramesses was a major royal city in the eastern Delta and its name is reflected in the biblical Raamses. Egyptian
evidence confirms complex state labor, mudbrick construction, divine kingship, temple religion, and sustained interaction with
Levantine peoples. The Merneptah Stele is the earliest widely accepted extra-biblical occurrence of the name Israel and places Israel
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in Canaan by the late thirteenth century BC. These data illuminate the historical world of Exodus without functioning as the authority
by which Exodus is judged.
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